fsi= 250 LETTERHEAD + 250 ENVELOPES + 500 BUSINESS CARDS + A FREE AD in the Town Crier for $125!

we do printing See our ad pg. 8 for more info!!

@ . Take Advantage of our OCTOBER “STOCK UP FOR BUSINESS” PKG.!
)

i o o ey OO
NHTownGiigECom

A DIVISION OF PJ GREEN INC. TOWNCRIER@PJGREEN - (315) 723-4827

Vol. 40 No. 10
October 2026

10% Off Wine

for Teachers &
Healthcare WorRers
Everyday!

Chanatry’s Plaza
485 French Road, Utica
BlueTruckWL@gmail.com

315-507-3444 §

www.bluetruckwineandliquor.com
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Reg. $75.00 + tax

ghty Wash & Wax
Save %5 plus FREE Air Freshener

Includes: wash & dry exterior, vacuum rugs & seats,
clean windows in & out, shine interior & tires, professional hand wax.

5%
Senior  w/coupon #70.00 + tax
DISEOUAL G|FT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

SUV’s & Mini Vans Add 35 « Full size Vans & Trucks Add #50 « Prices valid until 12/31/26
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CLASSIC
GARDENS

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICES & NURSERY

Best
Price in
Town

Please call for appomtment

r

A DIVISION OF MIDLAND COLLISION II, 1 Ontario Ave, New Hartford y
e 315-797-7426

¢ Planting Design & Installation
¢ Spring & Fall Cleanup

¢ Pruning, Edging & Mulching
¢ Lawn Installation & Renovation

3 GENERATIONS serving the Mohawk Valley
Nursery Open by Appointment
47 CLINTON RD (Rte. 12B) - NEW HARTFORD

e Walls & Water Gardens

¢ Walks & Patio Installation
* Mulch Delivery or Pick-up
* Lawn Mowing

315-133-2206

Terry Tesak Joins PJ Green

PJ Green is pleased to announce the addition of Terry
Tesak to the team. Terry has more than 40 years of
experience in the printing, marketing, and business
communications industry and will serve as Regional
Sales Manager at PJ Green.

Throughout his career with Taylor Corporation/Curtis
1000, Terry has built strong customer relationships
and helped organizations identify practical solutions
for print, communications, procurement, direct mail,
labels, e-business solutions, and print outsourcing
programs.

Terry’s extensive industry knowledge, account
management experience, and customer-first approach
are a strong complement to PJ Green’s vision, mission,
and team core values.

In addition to his professional accomplishments,
Terry is a proud 25 year U.S. Army Reserve veteran. He
has also dedicated many years to community service
through organizations including the American Legion,
Kiwanis International, the National Center for Missing
& Exploited Children, and the Ride for Missing
Children initiative.

Terry resides in New Hartford, New York, with
his wife, Gail, and is the father of two children and
grandfather of three grandchildren. Outside of work,
he enjoys spending time with his family, hitting the
golf course, and keeping his lawn in top shape while
relaxing with a good cigar.

THE TOWN CRIER, PO Box 876, New Hartford, N'Y 13413,
is an independent newspaper printed and mailed the first week of
the month to residents of New Hartford. All photos and materials
used by this paper are subject to editing, are the sole property of
its editors and may not be reproduced without permission. We
reserve the right to reject any articles or advertising not in keeping
with the purpose of the paper. We are not responsible for claims

made in any advertisement. The cost of publication is paid by our
sponsors and subscriptions.
Copyright©2026 The Town Crier. All rights reserved.
Typeset by: The Town Crier 315-723-4827
Printed by: The Post Journal, Jamestown, NY
Editor and Publisher: Kristi Zbytniewski; P.J.Green Inc.

Helen M. Sarandrea Physical
Therapy Welcomes
Dr. Alysa Keady Russo, PT, DPT

Helen M. Sarandrea Physical Therapy & Sports Care
is excited to welcome Dr. Alysa Keady Russo, PT, DPT
to our team!

A New Hartford native, Dr. Russo is thrilled to return
home and have the opportunity to serve the community
that helped shape who she is today. Her passion for
helping others, combined with her clinical experience
and dedication to patient-centered care, makes her a
wonderful addition to our practice.

Dr. Russo is an Ithaca College graduate and brings
valuable experience in neurological rehabilitation,
with specialized experience treating patients with
BPPV and other vestibular diagnosis, post-concussion
and post-stroke conditions, Multiple Sclerosis, and
Parkinson’s Disease. She is passionate about helping
patients improve their mobility, balance, strength,
and confidence so they can return to the activities and
quality of life they enjoy.

“We are so excited to welcome Dr. Russo back
home and to have her join our team,” said Helen M.
Sarandrea, PT. “Her clinical knowledge, compassion,
and connection to our local community make her a
tremendous asset to our practice and to the patients we
serve.”

Dr. Russo looks forward to building relationships with
patients, families, and healthcare providers throughout
the Mohawk Valley and giving back to the community
she is proud to call home.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Alysa Keady Russo,
PT, DPT, to Helen M. Sarandrea Physical Therapy &
Sports Care!

Fall Craft Fair Planned at
Neighborhood Center

The North Utica Community Center (NUCC) will host
its annual Fall Craft Fair on Saturday, October 17, 2026,
at The Neighborhood Center at 624 Elizabeth Street,
Utica. Proceeds from the event will benefit NUCC
and support its ongoing programs and services for
residents of all ages throughout the Greater Utica area.
This year’s fair has been relocated to The Neighborhood
Center to provide a more spacious and suitable setting
for participating vendors and the growing number of
community members who attend each year.

The NUCC Fall Craft Fair will bring together more
than 70 artisans and crafters offering a wide variety of
distinctive, handmade merchandise. Shoppers will be
able to browse unique gifts, seasonal décor, handcrafted
keepsakes, and other one-of-a-kind items well suited for
the upcoming holiday gift-giving season. In addition to
the vendor marketplace, attendees can enjoy delicious
food and opportunities to win door prizes, making the
fair a festive community event for families, friends, and
shoppers of all ages.

New Hartford
Presbyterian Women’s

Rummage Sale!

October 1, 2026
9 AM—3 PM
1 PM Bag Sale

45 Genesee Street, New Hartford

For more information, please call 315.732.1139

Member FDIC

Where Other Banks Have Their Branches...

...we have our roots.

222 Genesee Street « Utica, New York 13502 « 315-797-2700 « www.bankofutica.com
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John J Liang DMD

Dive . State of Art General Dentistry in a
Instruction comfortable & relaxed setting.
Dive Gear CEREC, One Visit Ceramic
Gear Rental Crowns, Implant Crowns
- Digital X-Rays
& Repair Optical Impressions
Seas the Day Scuba LLC.  Veneers, Etc!
Five 8th St, New York Mills www.johnliangdmd.com
315-794-7787 2813 Genesee St, Utica ¢ 315-735-6700

CMSU 2026-2027 SEASON

presents

TRIO BOHEMO

Sunday, October 18, 2026 - 2:30pm
performing

HAYDN, SHOSTAKOVICH, MENDELSSOHN
at MUNSON

Sinnott Family—Bank Of Utica Auditorium

310 Genesee Street, Utica, NY 13502

* General Admission: $25.00
» Students, teens and children are free

Upcoming
PARKER QUARTET
Sunday, November 22, 2026 * 2:30pm

Concerts are live streamed via the
CMSU website: www.uticachambermusic.org

Utica Boo!
A Haunted Who Dunnit

The Oneida County History center is bringing back
by popular demand, "Utica Boo! A Haunted Who
Dunnit." The play will be directed by Deb Martin
and was written by Dennis Webster. Utica Boo

features a murder mystery that hosts ghosts of Utica's NYS APPI' oved Defensive
past to include Roscoe Conkling, Chester Gillette, DriVing Classes

Roxlana Druse and more. The play will be performed New York State approved defensive drivers class
on October 29th at 7pm and October 31st at 2pm at  for jngurance and point reduction programs will be

the Oneida County History Center. For tickets please given by AARP at the New Hartford Public Library
contact the Oneida County History Center. 100% of g0 9am-3:30pm.

L Aren's Largest
The OWM & The the proceeds go the the OCHC. There will not be any class in October. The next

two classes will be on November 24 and December
29th. For registration and other information please
contact Mary Merritt at (315)724-0096.

Call early classes fill fast. Open to all ages.

Doors Open at-2pm

Hart's Hill Inn « Whitesboro
ADMISSION TICKETS

$12.00 $15.00

in Advance at the Door

For Tickets Call 315-732-6019

Take Chances to Win A Huge Assortment of
Gift Baskets valued Up To $300+! | 50/50

Deticious Lebanese Food | Special Drawings 3 1 5‘736"'9303
TWINPONDSGOLF.NET
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NH Public Library
2 Library Lane
315-733-1535

Monday and Tuesday 10am-8pm
Closed on Wednesdays
Thursday and Friday 10am-6pm
Saturday 10am-2pm
Sunday 1-5pm

Stay Connected With Us!

The most up to date information regarding closings,
reopening, programs and crafts can be found on our
website and on our Facebook and Instagram pages.

Website: www.newhartfordpubliclibrary.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/newhartfordpubliclibrary
Instagram: new_hartford_public_library

Charge Up While You
Check Out!

The New Hartford Public Library offers an electric
vehicle (EV) charging station for public use!
Conveniently located in our lower level parking lot, you
can charge your car while enjoying our books, events,
and community spaces. Stop by, plug in, and stay a
while!

NHPL Board of Trustees
2026 Meetings

All meetings are held at 4:30 in the Sammon Room
at the library on the 3rd Wednesday of each month,
unless otherwise designated.

Mid York Library System App

Download the Mid York Library System App from
your app store to search our catalog, place holds, view
your account, and even see what's happening at any
Mid York library!

The app allows you to log in with one or more Mid
York library cards, search for items, place holds, see
library locations, check out OverDrive books, read
OverDrive books, check out OverDrive magazines,
read OverDrive magazines, search and filter library
programming, bring up a digital library card, and much
more. The app is available in the Apple App Store as
well as the Google Play Store.

Community Qutreach

We are hitting the road and would love to come to
your organization! Are you involved with a preschool,
daycare, summer program or assisted living center?
We would love to come to your organization and share
more about our upcoming programs, issue library
cards and provide programming to your facility. For
more information, please contact our library Director,
Anne 315-733-1535.

Display Case Booked

Interest in use of the display case at the New Hartford
Public Library continues to grow, with all twelve months
in 2026 reserved by community non-profits, clubs and
service organizations. Were pleased that exhibitors
want to share their stories with the community and
want to thank groups who continue to express interest
in using the case at the main entrance to the library. We
also want to thank all exhibitors in 2026. We're looking
forward to hearing from groups who want to use the
display space in 2027.

Upcoming Blood Drives

The American Red Cross will be at the New Hartford
Public Library on the following dates for blood drives:

10/8 12-4 PM
12/10 12-4 PM
To register, please visit www.redcrossblood.org.

Sit and Stitch
Sit and Stitch with the Mohawk Valley Quilt Club on
the first Monday of the month from 12:30 to 2:30 pm.
Join us in the Corasanti Room, New Hartford Public
Library. Bring a project of your own or learn to quilt
with us, all experience levels welcome.

Mohawk Valley Lyme
Support Group

Will hold monthly meetings for those affected by
Tick-Borne Illnesses. Family members and caregivers
are also welcome to attend.

Shared resources, experiences & knowledge foster
understanding and healing.

Meetings at New Hartford Library on October 11th
2-4 pm; November 8th 2-4 pm; December 13th 2-4 pm

Email: (please put Lyme in the heading)
Bmarris60@gmail.com or So2say@yahoo.com
Facebook page: Mohawk Valley Lyme Support Group

Tech Help

We have a volunteer at the library each Tuesday from
11:00am-2:00pm to assist patrons with all their tech
questions. Our volunteer will no longer be here on
Fridays.

Preschool Playdate

Designed for Preschool age children and under. Join
us in the Children’s Area for some little library users
fun! There are plenty of toys, puzzles, educational
tablets and of course friends to play with. Stop in
Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday at 10am before Story
Time to partake.

In Person Story Time

Mondays (group A), Tuesdays (group B) and
Thursdays (group C) 10:30-11:00 for preschool aged
children. Join us for stories and crafts. Aimed towards
preschoolers — but all are welcome. An adult must
accompany the child. All story times are held in the
Children’s Area/Corasanti room.

October Themes:

October 5, 6, 8: Pumpkins

October 12, 13, 14: Bats

October 19, 20, 22: Spiders

October 26, 27, 29: Monsters

Board Books and Babies

Board Books and Babies is postponed until further
notice. Stay tuned for updates!

After Breast Cancer (ABC)
Group

October 3rd at 11:00-- our guest speaker will be Dr.
Gilbert Lawrence. He will be speaking on the topic
"The Neurobiology of nurturing”. Dr. Lawrence is one
of our popular speakers. Feel free to bring a guest to
this meeting.

NHPL's New Puzzle League

Grab your friends and start a team! 10 teams will
compete to see which group can assemble their puzzle
first. The group will meet every other month from 6:30-
7:45 in the Sammon Room

10/20/26; 12/15/26; 2/16/27; 4/20/27;
8/17/27;10/19/27; 12/21/27

Please call to register your team 315-733-1535.

Senior Yoga Class

Senior Yoga takes place every Monday at 3:00pm in
the Sammon Room with Bill Skinner. For those wishing
to participate at home, we do offer a Zoom link for this
class. Please call 315-733-1535 to get the link. There is
no charge for this class.

Chair Yoga Class

Join us on Monday mornings from 10:30am-11:30am
and Friday mornings from 11:00am to 12:00pm for
Chair Yoga in the Sammon Room. There is no charge
for this class.

6/15/27;

Mat Yoga Class

Mat yoga will take place Thursdays from 10:30-11:30
AM in the Sammon Room.

Meditation Class
12:30-1:30pm Mondays, Ages 18+

Class is limited to 20 people.

If you've ever wondered about meditation and how
people can achieve stillness, now is the time to take this
introductory class. We will learn breathing techniques
and other practices to keep us in the present moment.
This assists with anxiety, blood pressure and stress.

The class is led by Laureen Violante, CMT, CYT. She is
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a certified meditation teacher and has taught yoga and
breathing techniques since 1995.

No prior experience is required. Registration is
suggested.

Happy Plantsgiving! FREE
Indoor Plant for Children

We are partnering with Neighborhood Forest to
spread the joy of nature with children!

Through Neighborhood Forests Indoor Plant
Program, children will get to pot and take home their
very own succulent to nurture and enjoy.

Parent registration will open in the coming days and
close on October 23rd.

Check with our library or go to neighborhoodforest.
org for more information.

Succulents will be ready for pick-up in mid-
November—details to come soon!

Succulent Support
Volunteers Wanted

Succulents and kit materials will be shipped to our
library sometime early-mid November and we could
use your help. We will need a handful of volunteers
to help assemble kits before the kiddos pick them up.
If you are interested please call the library to sign up.
We do not know the exact date they will arrive so this
will be an “on call” volunteer opportunity. Succulent
assembly will not be during school hours. Questions?
Call us at 315-733-1535.

New Hartford Public Library
supports Happy Birthday Cha
Cha Cha's Mission to Bring
Birthday Joy to Local Children

Every child deserves to feel special, seen and celebrated
on their birthday. That is the mission of Happy Birthday
Cha Cha Cha (HBCCC), a nonprofit bringing birthday
joy and essential items to children in need.

Carrie Becker Green, a graduate of New Hartford
schools, started HBCCC in Rochester schools in 2017
as she wanted to give back to her community. She had
an idea to help underprivileged children feel celebrated
on their birthdays. It started with 91 students in
Rochester, and has grown to 4 school districts in NY
and over 3000 children supported.

HBCCC partners with local schools serving a high
percentage of children living in poverty. This year, the
organization is working with two schools in Rome and
one in Utica, reaching approximately 575 children in
kindergarten through second grade.

Each child receives two new, wrapped birthday
gifts and a bag filled with necessities, including socks
and underwear, toiletries, food and a book. The gifts
provide a moment of joy, while the essential items help
meet everyday needs.

HBCCC is 100 percent donor- and volunteer-based
and welcomes donations of new items, as well as
volunteers who want to help make a difference.

A birthday gift may seem like a small gesture, but for
a child, it can create a moment of excitement, dignity
and belonging.

In the month of October, the New Hartford Public
Library will have a collection box inside the Library.
Suggested donations include: kids toothpaste and
toothbrushes, spaghettios, tuna, Knorr rice, boxes of
mac and cheese, kids socks size small and medium. and
kids’ (new in package) underwear size 6 and 8.

Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha is committed to helping
every child feel celebrated on their birthday.

Halloween Week:
Book & Sweet

During the week of Halloween (10/25-10/31) stop in
the library for your holds and grab a sweet treat at the
circulation desk. Witches and ghouls are welcome. No
costume necessary, but we love to see them if you're
feeling festive.

FREE Pumpkin Painting:
All Ages Welcome

Join us Saturday, October 10th at 11am in the Sammon
Room to paint your very own pumpkin. Painting
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supplies will be provided. Bring your own smock.
*Registration is required. Open to all ages. Kids, teens
and adults. Children 14 and under must be supervised
by an adult. Call the Library at 315-733-1535 to register.

Apply to be a Kid Librarian!

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to work in a
library? What does it feel like to be surrounded by
books all day? How do librarians choose and create
book displays? We would love to show you! Apply to
be a Kid Librarian!

This program is open to children ages 8-12. Kid
librarians will create their own book display, design a
sign to promote it and use a scanner to check books
out to the display. The Child Librarian will make an
appointment (30-45 minutes) and choose their books
for their display. They will scan and check the books
out and will create signs for their display. Books
must be owned by the New Hartford Public Library.
The display will be in the Children's Area and will be
displayed for 2-4 weeks, depending on the number of
applicants.

Interested? Please complete this form, which is also
listed on our website under the Programs menu tab.
https://forms.gle/zX8]8qyZNrnEdk198

Meet the Author: David Podos
October 24th 11:00am-1:00pm,
Sammon Room

David’s stories in his new paperback book, Where
the Branches Bend, An Anthology of Short Stories, are
stories about the journey of life. Experiences that we, as
humans, all face. Loss and gain, happiness and sadness,
sickness and health, and self-discovery through the
challenges of life.

The tree of life is on the front cover. He picked that
symbol because it has been used for centuries by many
civilizations depicting creation, cosmic order, (even if
things might seem chaotic), and the interconnection of
all people.

The bending branches on that tree of life is a metaphor
of the journey we all go on. Each branch a separate
but important journey that makes up our human
experiences. While his stories are a work of fiction, his
genre of writing is heavy on realistic fiction, allowing
his stories to read like they were nonfiction.

Community Rooms

Community Rooms will be available for groups and
organizations to use. You can find more information
on our website (https://newhartfordpubliclibrary.
org/reserve-a-room/), by calling 315-733-1535, or by
visiting our circulation desk at the library.

“Basketball is for Everyone”
Initiative

Thanks to Red & Blue Girls Hoops and their
Basketball is for Everyone initiative, our library now has
basketballs and pickleball racquets with balls available
for checkout! Red & Blue, founded by New Hartford
Girls’ Basketball alumna Elizabeth Cavic, is all about
building skills, teamwork, and community for young
athletes. Their generosity helps ensure every child has
access to the joy of active play both on and off the court.

Stop by the library and borrow some equipment today,
because play belongs to everyone!

| FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP FORM

Book Clubs

Are you interested in joining a book club, currently in
a book club, or looking to start one? If your club needs
to order books or if you are interested in starting a book
club, please call the library and ask to speak to our Book
Club Coordinator, Danielle. 315-733-1535

Mystery Book Club: They meet on the second
Saturday of the month at 11am. For more information,
please contact the library.

TBR Book Group: Are you on Facebook? Are you
always looking for your next book? We have the perfect
group for you. We have created a group called the To Be
Read (TBR) Book Group where readers can comment
on what they're reading and look for suggestions for
their next book. With over 100 members, you will
never wonder what you should read next!

Join here: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1532390520153487/

NHPL Silent Book Club: Are you feeling a bit of cabin
fever? Want to get out and chat about books with fellow
readers? The Silent Book Club is for you! Join us the
second Friday every month in the Corasanti Room.

This book club is designed for those that wish to be
among readers but would love to read their own book
of choice while still being able to hear about what
others are reading. This is a great way to find new books
and authors that you may not have read yet. Bring
your current read, read solo for a bit and then if you
feel up to it, share your book. This is a very informal
book group....just show up and chat if you'd like or read
among fellow readers. The choice is yours!

Heritage Doll Club

The Heritage Doll Club meets on the third Saturday
of the month at the New Hartford Public Library.
Meetings are held every month except May, July, August
and December, at the library beginning at 10:30am.
Interested guests and new members are welcome to
attend.

Park Passes Are Back!

Once again, the Friends of the New Hartford Public
Library are supporting our Park Pass Program. Through
their generosity, we will be allowing our patrons to
check out the following park passes which will allow
our patrons a discounted entry rate:

Utica Children’s Museum; The Wild Center; Fort
Rickey Childrens Discovery Zoo; Adirondack
Experience; Munson; Utica Zoo; Empire Pass

Passes must be placed on adult library cards and
must be returned to the New Hartford Public Library
circulation desk. Please call 315-733-1535 for more
information.

Friends of the NHPL

Thanks to your generosity, fundraisers like The Bill
Bonsted Indoor Miniature Golf Tournament, The
Annette Barber Used Book Room, the Ice Cream Social,
the Joshua Turner Fund, Hannaford Bloomin' 4 Good
Program, and donations and membership, we were able
to purchase new toys and furniture for the children's
area, update computer hardware, sponsor performers
for the children's summer reading program, park
passes and raise our nation's flag with the addition of
a new flagpole and flag. Thank you for your continued
support.

| NAME
| ADDRESS

| PHONE

| Email

Annual Membership $15

Membership is tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: Friends of
the New Hartford Public Library, 2 Library Lane, New Hartford, NY 13413

Life Membership $100
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Thank You Donors and Volunteers!

The Friends of the New Hartford Public Library would
like to thank the following people/businesses for their
help in making this year's Ice Cream Social a success:

Lemon and Loaf Bakery; Hannaford; Wendy’s
Wonders; City Cafe; Daylight Donuts; Marie Piteressi;
Pam Matzek; Body By Design; Nothing Bundt Cakes;
Family Fun Factory; The Bunker; Roma’s; Debbie’s
Cafe; Symeon’s; Gentleman’s Barber Shop; Sweet Frog;
Calabria Coffee; Mary Mott; Joanna Greco; Eileen
Nanna; Jean Marie Fiorentino; Rosemary Bonacci;
Cindy Major; Alex Turner & family; Re-Decor &
More (Doreen Catronovo); Soothing Touch Laser
Hair Removal Salon; Frank & Liz DuRoss; Christie
MacLagger; Piggy Pat's; McQuade & Bannigan
(Colleen D’Accurzio); Marianne Reynolds; MVP
Healthcare (Renee Roullier); Mark Calogero; Richard
& Ginger Emmert; Schuyler Carey& Moriah’s Closet;
Ristorante Maya (Christian Maya); Delmonico's Italian
Steakhouse; Cristen Bonville; Creative Care Kids
Program.

We truly appreciate the support from those listed as
well as the overwhelming support from the community.

New Hartford Public Library
TOTE BAGS

Available at $5 Each to Carry your Treasures Home

Programs and Meetings

Please look under The Friends on the library's website
for the latest updates of programs the Friends will be
offering as well as meeting dates.

Annette Barber Used Book Room

Thank you so much for your support and donations
of "gently" used books to read on a camp cot, or in
an Adirondack chair on the dock, or when the sand
"scooper" needs a rest. Learn a craft, skill, about art, lay
back with a poem or dream of far off places. Also visit
the discard table now offering young adult and sci-fi
editions for FREE...........

ACCEPT: hardbound and paperback books,
magazines as well as records, DVDs, children’s books,
puzzles.

DO NOT ACCEPT: moldy/damaged books (WE
have to throw them out!!!), textbooks, medical books,
National Geographic Magazine, Reader's Digest, multi-
volume book sets. No longer accepting audio cassettes,
VHS tapes and computer games/books or CDs.

The library and community greatly appreciate your
"gently” used books but please limit your donations
to one box/bag at a time and drop them off at the
circulation desk.

PLEASE DO NOT DROP THEM OFF IN THE
HALLWAY, AT DROP BOXES, OR OUTSIDE WHEN
THE LIBRARY IS CLOSED. THANK YOU.

The Grapevine
M a RES It

Healthy Gluten-free, Vegan, Halal Specials,
Homemade Soups & Authentic Mediterranean Cuisine

On-Premises & Outside Catering Available

120 Genesee St, New Hartford Shopping Center
(315) 733-0257

Open Tues - Sat-10-8, Closed Sun. & Mon.
www.grapevinenewhartford.com Like us on facebook!
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Empowering Independence at Home
FREE Consultation Now,
Services for Seniors NACCZF:me
24/7 Care Available —SSAa®
Office Hours M-F 9a-5p ¢ (315) 316-0258
Suzana Sukunda (315)542-2068

Homecare Your Way, LLC |
Private Companion
214 Oriskany Blvd Suite 8, Whitesboro
www.homecareyourwayllc.org

A\ y

Murray
Construction

“Home Improvements” with a personal touch

Michael Murray
315-794-6884

CAPIENTIRY o [PHOAIBING o MESONIEY
IBIIBCTIRICAL o [DBCIS

Pink Harvest Fundraiser

With Breast Cancer Awareness Month around the
corner, a Pink Harvest Fundraiser is set for Saturday,
October 3 at Hotel Moore in Barneveld. The free event
will feature a large basket raffle, 50/50, Kids Corner,
live music, Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
merchandise, and literature from the American Cancer
Society. Hotel Moore will also have food and drink
available for purchase so its a great opportunity to
come out and support the cause and maybe grab lunch
or dinner while youre there. The event runs from 1
until 6pm at 113 Mappa Avenue, Barneveld. Basket
drawings will begin at 6pm and there is live music with
Beth & Fritz (and Friends) from 4 until 6pm. Look for
the Bar Jar too and make a guess on how much candy is
in there, and you might go home with it!

The event is organized by the team Penguin Platoon
that has been raising money for Making Strides since
2016. Funds raised help the American Cancer Society
provide free patient services including a 24/7 Help Line
(1-800-227-2345), overnight stays at Hope Lodge, and
rides to treatment. Money is also used for research to
help end the disease of breast cancer, which affects one
in eight women.

Team members will be on hand to provide information
on the upcoming Making Strides Walk that takes place
in Utica on October 25 and can help people get signed
up. The Penguin Platoon invites everyone to join them
at the walk, and especially encourages breast cancer
survivors to take part.

If you would like to contribute a basket for the raffle,
or have questions about the Pink Harvest Fundraiser
or Making Strides Against Breast Cancer and the local
Walk, call Carol at 315-831-3052 and leave a message.

Tom’s Natural Foods Co-op

Clinton’s 1* Coopertative Grocery Store!

We Proudly Carry:

Jones Family Farm « Blue Sky Ranch « Wormont Woolies
Kingfisher Farm « Common Thread Farm ¢ Fruit of the Fungi ¢
Garlic Delite Farm « G&M Farms « Jake’s Gouda ¢ Adirondack
Cheese Co ¢ Collins Farm & Creamery « Cultured Awareness ¢

HeartStone Bakery Bread » Maple Wood Baking « Shaw's
Maple Products ¢ Hutchings Homestead Honey ¢ Clinton
Honey ¢ Clinton Pottery « Dean’s Beans » Mole Hollow Candles
« Bulk pantry items, herbs & spices, and assorted snacks ¢
Plus many more local & regional products!

STORE HOURS

Wednesday: 11 AM — 6 PM
Thursday: 11 AM -4 PM
Friday: 1AM -4PM
Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM
Closed Sunday — Tuesday

Not a member? Not a problem! Everyone can shop at Tom’s!

tomsnaturalfoodscoop.com ¢ 3 Fountain Street, Clinton, NY + (315)381-3025

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
ot ANNUAL MAH JONGG TOURNAMENT

Sunday, October 25, 2026
Jewish Community Center
2310 Oneida Street, Utica, NY

Breakfast/Registration:

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

Play 3 rounds -12 Tournament Style Games: 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM
REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR 2026 CARD

Entry Fee:

Cash Prizes to Top Winners

$40.00

Other Prizes and Surprises

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to a local non-profit.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

Name:

Please fill in registration form and mail to Temple Emanu-El, 2710 Genesee Street, Utica, NY 13502
- Attn: Lynn Tomaino, with a check payable to Temple Emanu-El. For further information, contact:
Lynn Tomaino 315-723-3569 or Temple Emanu-El office 315-724-4177.

Address:

Phone: Email:

Closinglfoxith’e

SeasonjomoctiZ5ie

Your Hosts, The Hughes Family
www.brimfieldviewdrivingrange.com
8300 Brimfield St, Clinton
315-723-7682 « Open 9am Daily
Directions from Utica National:

Take Rte 12 South to Brimfield Street (right turn)
Proceed approx. 1 mile - Range is on your right at
The Big Red Barn!

8300 Brimfield St, Clinton
315-853-8175
Open 7 days a week
12:00 - 7:00pm

NYS Wine, Rustic Century Old Barn
Outdoor Deck with a Scenic View

For Great Gift Ideas,
Visit our website year round

www.brimfieldfarmwinery.com
Wine, Gift Baskets & Gift Cards
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COMI AND SHOP WI'TTL US

Enjoy our upscale boutique experience
featuring women'’s clothing, shoes, boots, bags,
belts and designer finds!

Tuesday 11-5
Wednesday 11-5
Thursday 11-7
Friday 11-7
Saturday 10-3

3995A Oneida Street New Hartford
|G * TikTok * Facebook: @revogue315

Professional Painting Services D EC K RE PAI RS

in Gentral NY Is Your Deck Falling Apart?
Does it Need Repairs
We Can Fix it and Make it Safe Again

A.": painting Call us Before Someone Gets Hurt!
[ J
& Decorating

37 Years of Bringing Color to Your Life Loose & Unsafe Railings - Lifted Nails
Splintering Wood - Split & Gapping Boards

516-779-6407
Parrothead500@gmail.com

Interior/Exterior Painting

Light Carpentry
Sheet Rock/Spackling Appointments for Estimates Available

Wallpaper Removal Call or Text Patrick
315-725-7333




Flags along the Memorial Parkway last November in honor or memory of local heroes.

Flags for Heroes Event
Supports Post-9/11 Veterans

One thousand American flags will once again grace the median of the Memorial
Parkway in Utica in early November in remembrance of our veterans, active military,
and first responders. This year marks the 12th annual Flags for Heroes sponsored by
The Good News Foundation with money raised from this event benefiting Sitrin’s
Military program.

Sitrin’s program specifically helps post-9/11 veterans. Typical therapies such as
occupational, physical, and psychological are a part of the treatment, but they also
use atypical therapies such as equine therapy and movement therapy. Additionally,
they may spend time in nature at Sitrin's Camp as a part of the intervention. The
program continues to evolve as it works to meet the specific needs of each individual
veteran.

Most of these nontraditional therapies are out-of-pocket expenses for veterans.
Funds raised through events such as Flags for Heroes allow Sitrin to provide
treatment to veterans at no cost to them.

Through the efforts of all those who sponsored a flag, The Good News Foundation

was able to donate $30,000 last year to Sitrin's Military program with 905 flags
sponsored. The goal this year is to have all one thousand flags sponsored to raise
even more funds for this worthwhile cause. We invite you to walk amongst the flags
any time from November 3rd through the 11th. It is not uncommon to hear the
stories of some of the heroes as their family members reminisce.

A Recognition Ceremony will also be held to honor all veterans and active military
at The Parkway Recreation Center on Saturday, November 7th at 3:00 pm. This year’s
guest speaker will be Roger L. Parrino Sr. who is currently employed with The Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNY]). Parrino’s public service started
in 1980 when he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve and went on to serve in
the New York City Police Department for more than 21 years. Everyone is invited
to attend the ceremony.

To sponsor a flag please visit www.thegoodnewscenter.org or call 315-735-6210.
A tag will be placed on an impressive eight-foot flagpole in honor or memory of
a loved one who is a hero in some way to its sponsor. Flags can be requested for
veterans, active-duty military, fallen servicemen and women, first responders, and
all other heroes in our lives.

Be a part of the Healing Field experience and sponsor your flag today.

o Preen

we do printing

OCTOBER BUSINESS SPECIAL PACKAGE

Good Thru 10/31/26
., 250 -

250 - #10 Envelopes
4 plus tax |

Price is based on supplied print ready art. Design services are extra.
Plus one FREE Color business card size ad in the Town Crier for one month.
Call for Details 315-724-7677 OR email Info@pjgreen.com
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Marty Gorton

Real Estate Agent

315-534-4661
realestatebymartyg@gmail.com

SEXTON REAL ESTATE
16 College Street, Clinton, NY 13323

nft

Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
garyfalchicarpet.com  Established 1976

315-737-8577

Clleaniing

Oriental/Area Rugs Cleaned

lEalti

Pet Odor Removal ¢ Fully Insured

Free Pick-Up Available

For our New Hartford Customers!
*24-hour Flood Removal*

Members of the Chamber Alliance of the Mohawk Valley met on September 16th
for their monthly meeting hosted by the Kuyahoora Valley Chamber at the Alamo
Bar & Grill and discussed ways to further collaborate & promoting economic,
development & tourism growth in our local communities.

Photo by Tom Studios Wedding Photography

Fair Trade Shop

Find your fall favorites here! Fall into something new. Bringing a little autumn
magic your way! As leaves change color and fall, October represents letting go of the
old to prepare for new cycles.

- Whether it is for your home or garden, our Celtic Knot Symbol, Tree of Life Wall
Hanging metal art is universally wonderful! Handmade by artisans in Haiti, it is
created from recycled metal steel oil drums.

- Our set of lidded kaisa Pop Top Chindi Baskets from Bangladesh, with random
chindi sari block inlays, are the perfect storage baskets. Densely handwoven from
natural kaisa grass, they get a pop of color from upcycled cotton saris.

- Our Playful Cat Bookends hold your books firmly in place. They are hand carved
by artisans in India, using Palewa soapstone, which is well-known as a carving
soapstone.

These and many, many more uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different
countries can be found at our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian Church, 8 So.
Park Row, Clinton. Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND
Saturdays and by appointment by calling 315-853-1070. Purchasing fair trade items
ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions,
providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people. Let
us be your go-to Gift Shop! Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site., or
www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

No Tricks.
No Games.

Just SOLD.

315-335-1704
michele.lamandia@huntrealestate.com
michelelamandia@huntrealestate.com
@house2sellcallmichelel

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
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FAITH PROPERTIES

CHRISTINE
OSSONT

Real Estate Associate Broker, GRI
Office: 315-735-2222 ext. 6670
Mobile: 315-794-2627 Fax: 315-735-1727
chris.ossont23@gmail.com

www.christine.centralnewyork.com

Each Office is Independently .
2811 Genesee Street, Utica NY 13501

Owned and Operated.

One Gall... One Gompany

FIRE - WATER - SMOKE - MOLD
NYS Licensed Mold Gontractor
38 Years In The Lead - All Work Guaranteed

Water Extraction * Smoke, Soot & Odor Removal
Emergency Board Ups © Structural Drying, Cleaning & Deodorizing
Moisture Detection * Biohazard Cleaning

The Disaster Cleaning Specialist! All Galls Personally Answered

(f]

WHAT THE
HISTORY
(WTH)!

13 Fun Halloween Facts

Its the spooky season, dear reader,
as the nights get darker and colder as
we creep towards Halloween. This is
the time for caramel apples, adorning
costumes, decorating our porches, and

Dennis Webster carving pumpkins into Jack O’Lanterns.
How about learning some fun facts of this festive time of the year. So here in no
particular order of importance are thirteen fun facts about Halloween. 1. The word
Witch comes from the Old English word Wicce which means “Wise Woman.” 2.
The original Jack O’Lanterns were not carved from pumpkins but from turnips. 3.
The fear of Halloween is called Samhain phobia. 4. Stephen Clarke holds the world
record for the fastest carving of a Jack O’Lantern, having done it in a blistering 24.03
seconds. 5. The colors black and orange are associated with Halloween with the
color orange meaning strength and endurance while the color black means death
and darkness. Halloween is the boundary between these two colors thus the popular
mix. 6. Halloween has also been called All Hallows Eve, Witches Night, Lamswool,
Snap-Apple Night, Samhain, and Summer’s End. 7. Bobbing for apples originated in
ancient Rome and was called Festival Pomona. 8. Harry Houdini died on Halloween
of a ruptured appendix when punched in the stomach. 9. Druid priests would throw
bones of cattle on a Halloween fire, so the name bone-fire became bonfire. 10. What
state produces the most pumpkins? The state is Illinois who produces five times
every other state. 11. The original name of Count Dracula in Bram Stoker’s book
was Count Wampyr. 12. The USA buys 600 million pounds of Halloween candy
each year with each person eating 3.4 pounds of sugary delight. 13. Keene, New
Hampshire has the record for the most lit at once Jack O’Lanterns with 30,581. So
now you are armed with information to thrill friends and family as you put on that
Frankenstein mask, carve a pumpkin, and eat a crock of candy corn. Just remember
to have the best candy to hand out to trick-or-treaters in Snickers, M&M’s, and
Resse’s Peanut Butter Cups and not apples, pennies, crushed bags of potato chips,
and stale popcorn. Have a safe and fun Halloween!
Dennis Webster is a New Hartford resident, and author of regional books on true
crime, ghosts, local history, and asylums. He can be reached at denniswbstr@gmail.
com

A Taste of History
Presented by THE FLEMMA GROUP at Baird
Join the New Hartford Historical Society
November 7, 2026 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
At the New Hartford Presbyterian Church
45 Genesee Street New Hartford

For a Historic Tea where you will try the Teas from the Boston Tea party paired with dishes
that have colonial root.

Before 10/10/26 10/11-11/2/26 At the Door
Cost: Members: $35.00 $40.00 $45.00
Non-Members $40.00 $45.00 $50.00

To Register go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-hartford-historical-society-tea-
tickets-1997937791718?aff=oddtdtcreator

Make Checks payable: New Hartford Historical Society
Mail to: PO Box 238, New Hartford, NY 13413
Number

Members: Total

Non-Members:  Number Total

Names:

Address:

Email:

RITVA FALLA On Selected Clothing

Scandinavian Designs

marimekko SH LG Wher Classic Design Lasts a Lifetime!

e Quality and Good Design is Timeless
Fabulous Fall Clothing Now Here!

4661 Commercial Dr., New Hartford ® Located in Hage Carpet
Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm © 315-736-5660




NHTownCrier.com

October 2026 "

NEW HARTFORD

PAST TIMES October 2026

NEW HARTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Before Aldis, before BJ’s, before Save-A-Lot,
and Shop ‘N Save, there was
Warehouse Food Market

With all the discussion recently on bringing the membership club BJ's Wholesale Club to New
Hartford, we thought this might be a good time to reminisce about the areas first “membership”
run discount grocery store.

In 1967, the Schenectady based Golub Corporation (parent company of Price Chopper) wanted
to bring the concept of bulk discount shopping to the east. The “no frills” warehouse style settings
were already popular in the western states and Golub saw the potential in New York. They opened
their first store in our region on Clinton Road in New Hartford in November of 1967. It was just
north of the intersection with Middle Settlement Road. For a nominal monthly membership fee,
you would have access to an enormous inventory of discounted name-brand products. Their
promise was that at the end of each month members could redeem dividends on merchandise
equal to or greater than the cost of the membership fee. A year later, Golub would open a second
location on Route 5 in Schuyler just outside of Utica.

The stores were popular, especially with the budget-minded consumer looking to make every
penny spent stretch! Although originally thought to be an addition to their already established Price
Chopper supermarkets in the region, by the mid 1970’s they decided they were competing not
only with other markets but also with themselves. By 1976 they announced they would be
expanding their Price Chopper stores to include more varied products and services. This plan
included the closing of the Warehouse Markets. The Schuyler store would close that May and the
New Hartford store a year later in March of 1977. The New Hartford location would later become
a beer distributor with a retail “drive-thru” concept for consumers. Today the site is home to the
Riverhawk Company, a hydraulic equipment supplier.

Don’t forget our Fall Tea this coming November 7!

The New Hartford Historical Society is pleased to announce the return of our fall fundraiser. Come
join us November 7, 2026, from 1pm to 3pm at the New Hartford Presbyterian Church on Genesee
Street in the Village of New Hartford. Five varieties of teas, the same varieties thrown overboard during
the Boston Tea Party, will be served. Each tea will be paired with period foods that have Colonial roots.

Before 10/10/26 10/11- 11/2/26 At the Door
Cost: Members: $35.00 $40.00 $45.00
Non-Members $40.00 $45.00 $50.00

There are 3 ways to Register - at: www.eventbrite.com
use the “Donate” button on our website newhartfordhistory.com

or by mailing your check directly to us at P.O. Box 238, New Hartford NY 1343

_____________________ 1
New Hartiord Historical Society |
~ Membership Form ~ |
Please check one of the following: |
[ T $20* Individual Name: |
[ 1 $25% Family Address: I
[ 1 $50% Contributing I
[ ] $100% Corporate Phone: |
E-Mail: |

[ 1 Renewal Please send check made payable to:
[ T New Member |
New Hartford Historical Society |
P.O. Box 238, New Hartford, N.Y. 13413 |

You can also pay dues and/or join online at newhartfordhistory.com

_____________________ J

BECOME A
MEMBER!

Please stop in to visit us and consider
becoming a member. Membership
fees are $20 for Individual, $25 for
families, S50 for Contributing and
$100 for Corporate members. The
Historical Society is a non-profit, tax
deductible organization.

Planning a
Class Reunion?

Make the Historical Society Museum a
part of your itinerary! Schedule the
Saturday of your reunion for your
group to explore our collection of
yearbooks, scrap books, local relics
and photos. Look up your New
Hartford home!

Call 315-724-7258 to schedule your
group.

Museum is Open
To the Public

Currently by appointment.

FREE ADMISSION

Village Point Apt. Building
2 Paris Road — 315-724-7258

Email: historicalnh@yahoo.com

Like us on Facebook

r—_—_—_—1

| Friendly Reminder: |
I You can join, pay dues and I
donate online!

! newhartfordhistory.com !
I Asalways, we also welcome |
new members.

Please consider joining today.

I we appreciate your support!

L__-___-J
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THE NEW HARTFORD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
AND BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
INVITE YOU TO THE FIFTH ANNUAL

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21%, 2026
4PM - 7:30PM, NEW HARTFORD VILLAGE GREEN

MEET SANTA & MRS. CLAUS
FOOD TRUCKS
CHRISTMAS PARADE @ 5PM
MUSIC
LOCAL VENDORS & RAFFLE BASKETS

FREE TO ATTEND

DONATE A NEW, UNWRAPPED TOY
& A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEM

4571 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, NEW HARTFORD

MORE DETAILS AT
NHFD.COM & FACEBOOK
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VILLAGE OF NEW HARTFORD
2026 CURBSIDE JUNK COLLECTION GUIDELINES

The following pertains to VILLAGE OF NEW HARFORD residents only
and does not include the Town of New Hartford.
For more detailed information, refer to your Village Garbage Collection flyer or
call the Village DPW at 315-724-0379 or the Village office at 315-732-1147.

The Village of New Hartford will have a curbside junk pick up on Monday, October 12, 2026.
Materials must be at the curb by 5:00 am on October 12,
Materials must be sorted into separate piles as listed below:

1) Household Junk:lumberbundled, piled parallel with the roadway, roofingand plaster in
containers weighing 60 pounds or less, furniture without fabric, porcelain sinks, toilets,
and storm windows

2) Sanitary Waste: clothes, bedding, stuffed furniture, hardcover books, empty paint cans
with lids removed, and toys

3) Metal: major appliances and metal products

4) Tires: Tires must be off rims and no larger than 16”. No large truck or tractor tires

=  Only one pickup of each category listed per street.

= Nothing longer than 8 feet long will be collected.

= Collection limits for categories #1 (Household Junk) and #2 (Sanitary Waste) are each
limited to a pile not to exceed 4’ wide, 8’ long, and 3’ high.

The DPW will not accept:

1) Recyclable materials, lumber exceeding the limit stated above, and shingles not
contained. For construction and demolition projects, please contact the Village DPW or
a private waste hauler to make arrangements for a dumpster.

2) Propane cylinders and liquids such as paints, thinners, waste oil, herbicides, and
pesticides. These items may be disposed of at the Oneida-Herkimer County Waste
Authority drop site per their collection schedule. For more information, call 315-733-
1224,

3) Automotive batteries. Due to employee and environmental hazards, batteries may be
returned to a redemption or recycling facility.

Thank you for your cooperation with sorting materials and observing these guidelines. It
helps reduce costs and insures the continuation of this program.

GREEN WASTE AND LEAF COLLECTION INFORMATION
Leaves, grass clippings, and brush will be collected every Wednesday through the end of
September. Brush must be bundled and leaves, grass, and trimmings must be contained in
reusable cans. Limbs must be less than 12” in diameter and less than 6’ long for collection.
From October 1% through November 15", leaves will be collected loose at the curb once
weekly. Please keep leaves separate from brush pile. Plastic bags used for leaves and green
waste are not permitted and will not be collected. Please do not pile leaves in the roadway.
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Drive-Thru Pie Sale

The Womens Association of Stone Presbyterian
Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton, will be holding a
drive-thru pie sale from 10am to 2pm on Saturday,
October 3rd, 2026. We will have several different kinds
of delicious homemade pies available for your shopping
pleasure!

There will be plenty of apple pies, as they seem to
be the most requested kind at this time of year. You
can drive up to the curb and purchase a pie without
leaving your vehicle. The proceeds from this sale will
go to the various mission organizations that we support
annually. Come visit us, you won't regret it! For more
information, please contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-
8289), (ceilgilbert@yahoo.com), or Donna Goodfriend
(315-749-4085).

_____ SAUERBRATEN DINNER
November 8, 2026
Noon - 2:30 (or gone)

. S

Deluxe Motorcoach Tours & More

Vaillancourt Folk Art tour & gift, Yankee Candle Village,
Lee Outlets, Publick House w/2 meals.

~ Winter Getaway ~

Three nights San Diego w/local touring/attractions,
four nights aboard Carnival Radiance w/Catalina,

Dinner includes: German Potato Salad, Sauerbraten,
Noodles, Gravy, Red Cabbage, Roll,
and Black Forest Cake for dessert.

UTICA MAENNERCHOR

Dine-In or Take-Out

Ensenada, and Baja Peninsula.

Carol Hamlin Buczek -315-831-3052 or 1-877-454-0927
www.toursbydesign.org - PO Box 29, Hinckley, NY 13352

§535 Flanagan Road, Marcy

www.uticamaennerchor.com or https://www.facebook.com/uticamaennerchor
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SAFE & LOCK CO., LLC.

Sales and Service
Residential - Commercial - Auto
Safes Opened
Master Keying
Emergency Lockout Service
Restricted Key Systems
Deadbolts and Locksets

www.nhsafelock.com

NHTownCrier.com

ENJEM'S

Flooring America

With you every step of the way:

Carpeting - Wood Floors
Ceramic Tile - Area Ruys

Vinyl/No Wax Floors
2010 Oriskany St West  Utica

733-0421 o www.Enjems.com

GE
Appliance Parts
Headquarters

Mon-Friday 8:30 to 5
1410 Champlin Ave, Utica

ph: 797-2552 < www.vvapplianceparts.com

Importance of Resistance
Training
submitted by Jim LaFountain, All American Fitness Center

In the 46 years we've operated the All-American Fitness
Center, we've had the opportunity to train hundreds of
high school, college and professional athletes. As a high
school athlete, in the early 70, I was blessed to have
several knowledgeable mentors, who stressed engaging
in resistance training that involved what is sometimes
referred to as “core lifts,” not to be confused with core
training that engages all muscle groups except arms and
legs.

Core lifts include barbell squats, power cleans,
bench presses deadlifts and overhead presses. Athletes
mistakenly, often choose to adopt bodybuilding
movements that address what may be referred to as
the “showy” muscles, like biceps, triceps, chest etc. As
a teenager, I fell into that trap, temporarily, until my
mentors got me back on track and reminded me, “You're
an athlete using resistance training to improve your
athletic skills, NOT a bodybuilder dabbling in sports” As
a teenage boy, who began producing generous amounts
of testosterone I was challenged to stay the course.

It's most important that high school athletes understand
one basic principle: Large muscle groups, like legs,
upper back, chest and shoulders must be addressed first
in any workout. Biceps, triceps, calves and forearms
come last. Training small muscle groups early in the
workout compromises the ability to optimally address
what matters most, larger muscles involved in sports
preparation. I watch most high schoolers race to the
dumbbell rack as soon as they arrive and begin doing
curls, triceps and then bench presses. This causes a major

FALL BACK
INTO SHAPE

Buy 6 Months
Get 2 Months

FREE!

exp. 10/31/26

50 Genesee St.
New Hartford
' ‘ 315-735-2219
y N

AMERICAN
FITNESSCENTER

ALL

compromise because those muscles are involved in core
movements. When I train an athlete, core movements are
done first. Once the major muscle groups are addressed,
I allow them to “play” with the “showy muscle” exercises.

The most misunderstood core exercises is the Squat.
When I was in high school, our coaches frowned upon
Barbell Squats, because they were told they caused knee
injuries. Once I arrived on the University of Louisville
campus, I entrusted my conditioning to a professional
strength coach, who took the time to teach me the
correct way to perform Squats. I had already had three
knee surgeries before I learned to do Squats correctly.
A Physical Therapist friend claims Squats are the best
“closed chain” knee rehabilitation exercise and is at
the core of his sessions. Closed chain means a patients
feet are in contact with the floor or an apparatus. Open
chain is when a patients feet are not in contact, i.e., Knee
Extensions. Since I arrived at the 7th decade on this
planet, I've adopted Body Weights Squats and include
them in every resistance workout. Over 30 years ago,
Division One Strength Coaches were polled. They were
asked the question, “If you were limited to one exercise
for your athletes, what would it be?” 94% said Squats.

I'm troubled with the recent trend that high schoolers
have adopted. Regardless if it's because of YouTube, the
internet or peer pressure, most of them have fallen in
love with bodybuilding movements. Core Lifts require
regular practice and intense effort, but pay valuable
dividends on the athletic field. They may not develop
large and defined arms or chiseled abs, but a highly
functional network of muscles, nerves and connective
tissue. Granted, most teenagers will not play Division
I or professional sports. By addressing core lifts they
will, however represent their school and teammates at
their highest level, not to mention a greater resistance to
injury. Highly effective high school sports programs, are
led by coaches who regularly visit our center to check
on their athletes and make sure they are performing
essential core lifts in good form.

My sincere hope is that parents, coaches and athletes
read this message and encourage teenage athletes to
remind them, “they are athletes using resistance training
to improve sports performance, NOT a bodybuilder
dabbling in sports”

Blessing of Animals
In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis a Pet Food
Drive for the Country Pantry will be held at The Clinton
Village Green on October 4th at 1pm.

Bring your pet to be blessed and some pet food to
donate to the Country Pantry.

Clinton Village Green
October 4, 2026 at 1pm

If you are able, please leave a pet food donation at the
Gazebo. Sponsored by the Clinton Area Ministerium.

For more information contact: Pastor Scott Leonard,
srleonard@roadrunner.com, 315-723-7420.

Order your Chef Meal with

“At Home”
Delivering weekly to New Hartford,
Dewitt, Cazenovia, Hamilton

and Cooperstown
At the Restaurant...

Saturday, October 10
Wine Dinner with Monsieur Touton

Sunday, October 18
Concert & Dinner Series
The Musicians of Ma’alwyck

Thanksgiving Dinner from1-4pm
& Thanksgiving delivery “At Home”

Menus and Details at

HornedDorsetInn.com
Call for Reservations

(315) 855-7898

Ask About Overnight Accommodations
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PARKWAY DRUGS |[pista
. We have Fall and
FREE Delivery to Your Door 7 Days a Week Halloween Treats
ifte!
PAY CABLE, PHONE, WATER, GAS/ELECTRIC BILLS, & Gifts!
ATM MACHINE, PLAY LOTTO, MAKE COPIES
Locally Owned & Operated by the Femia & Chiffy Families
Since 1965 ,
485 French Rd « “Big Lots Plaza” N. Utica « 1256 Albany St. 16 College St, Clinton
315-792-4669 315-624-9988 315-735-3525 315-765-6463

Marlee Winfield

Receives Award

PE.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization),
a community-based women’s organization in North
America, provides loans, grants and scholarships
for women through its six philanthropies. PE.O. is
committed to helping women achieve their educational
goals.

The PE.O. STAR Scholarship of $2500, presented to
New Hartford student, Marlee Winfield, recognizes the
accomplishments of graduating high school seniors
planning to pursue post-secondary education.

Margaret Reardon

Receives Award
PE.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization)
Chapter BG Clinton was pleased to award senior
Margaret Reardon of Clinton a $500 Lift-Off Grant
toward pursuit of her continuing education.

Free Children’s Concert

On Saturday, October 17th from 3 - 5 pm, Ethan Lavallee (age 13) and his siblings, Eva Lavallee (age 11) and
Etienne Lavallee (age 8) from New Hartford, will perform at the Remsen Performing & Visual Arts Center,
located at 9627 Main Street, Remsen. The program includes organ, piano, violin and one lovely vocal piece. We
hope you and your family can attend to support the young musicians and enjoy an afternoon of beautiful music.

MVILR Offers Free Citizen Preparedness Training
at MVCC Rome Campus

The Mohawk Valley Institute for Learning in Retirement (MVILR), in conjunction with Mohawk Valley
Community College, will host a free New York Citizen Preparedness Training Program on Wednesday, Oct. 14,
at 11 a.m. in Room 150 on the first floor of the MVCC Rome Campus, 1101 Floyd Ave.

The training will teach participants how to prepare for natural and man-made disasters, develop a family
emergency plan, stock essential emergency supplies, and respond and recover following an emergency. Each
family attending will receive a free preparedness kit.

With severe weather events becoming more frequent and extreme, the Citizen Preparedness Training Program
is designed to give New Yorkers practical tools and resources to help them prepare before disaster strikes and
recover as quickly as possible afterward.

Registration is required. To register and learn more about MVILR programs, visit MVILR.org.

For additional information, contact MVILR at 315-334-7761 or mvilr@mvcc.edu.

Opening Doors to
Your Next Chapter

Mark
Bonville

Licensed Real Estate
Salesperson

315.723.9979

mbonville@acropolisrealtygroup.com
8506 Seneca Turnpike, New Hartford, NY 13413
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NHFD News

Below please find the alarms for the month of August 2026. It was another busy
month for your New Hartford Volunteer Fire Department as they responded to ----
---- alarms during this month.

AUGUST ALARMS:
Fires =1
EMS =40

Hazardous = 4

Service Type = 27

Good Intent = 23

False Alarms = 0

Other Alarms =0

Weather Related = 0

Total Calls for the Month of August = 95.

Of the 95 alarms, 76 were in the town and 16 were in the village and 3 mutual aid
alarms.

This brings the total number of calls year-to-date through August 31, 2026, to 866.

Some of the calls listed above - such as Fires, EMS, and Hazardous - are self-
explanatory. Others such as Service, Good Intent and Other Alarms are not. Service
Calls include water or animal problems, public assistance or standbys. Good Intent
refers to responding but did not find anything or canceled in route. Other alarms
include explosions, carbon monoxide, smoke or sprinkler detector activations.

The figures above do not include other activities by members of the department
such as Fire Prevention details, training, parades, Open House and other various
department committee meetings that take place throughout the year.

NHFD to Host Annual Halloween Parade
and Open House

The New Hartford Volunteer Fire Department will host its Annual Halloween
Parade and Open House on Saturday, October 31, 2026, at the Fire Station on
Oxford Road in the village. The start time of the event is to be determined and will
be announced on the NHFD social media page as we get closer to Halloween.

The event will start with a parade that departs the fire house, proceeding on Oxford
Road to Sanger Avenue where it will turn right onto Sanger to Pearl Street. The
parade will turn right onto Pearl Street to Park Avenue, ending at the station.

Costume judging, by age groups, will begin immediately following the parade. The
children’s costumes will be judged in several age brackets each with four categories.
The categories include: the funniest, the scariest, cutest, and most original. There
will also be a family category and best group theme. Prizes will be awarded for 1st,

NHTownCrier.com

2nd and 3rd place. Refreshments of cider and donuts will be served.

The parade may be canceled in the event of inclement weather; however, the open
house and costume judging will take place inside the fire station.

For additional information please visit www.nhfd.com

Italian Heritage Club of the Mohawk Valley to

Honor Outstanding Local Italian-American

The ITHCMC Annual Heritage Month Celebration Dinner will take place on
October 1, 2026, from 5:00 to 9:00pm at Harts Hill Inn. At that event IHCMV will
recognize notable individuals with its Marchisi Pioneer Awards for outstanding
contributions to the positive image of Italian Americans in the Mohawk Valley.
These include: Joseph P. Bottini — Historian, Robert (Bob) Cimbalo - Artist, and
Luigi Giuseppe D’Ambrosio (AKA Lou Ambers) — Boxer. Also to be to be honored is
the 2026 Volunteer of the Year, Dyann Scharf and bestow for the first time our 2026
Mohawk Valley Italian American Business Award to Dominick and Brad Velardi
founders/publishers of Greater Utica Magazine.

Registration/Reservation for the event is $40 for IHCMV members and $50 for
non-members. Please call: 315-733-6106 to

About Our Dr. John B. Marchisi Awardees

Joseph P. Bottini - Historian

Joe grew up in Rome, NY and is a graduate of Rome Free Academy, Utica College
and SUNY Poly (formerly, Utica-Rome Upper Division). A retired history teacher,
he worked for 16 years in Utica, and 19 years in New Hartford. He is a veteran of
the US Army, with a tour of duty in Germany (1956-58). He has received numerous
awards for his teaching, service and promotion of local history. He was named a
“Living Legend” in 2018 by the Oneida County Historical Society which cited his
co-authorship of the book of “Utica: Then and Now” and “Oneida County - An
Ilustrated History” He serves as the Oneida County Historian and writes a frequent
column in the Rome Sentinel on the history of our area. He has also contributed an

Cont. on page 17
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Proudly Serving our GREATER Mohawk Valley

Deborah Bali ¢ Andrew Samel ¢ Angela Pohleven

Your Source for STRESS FREE Renting

THE APARTMENT CONNECTION

as the Premier NYState Licensed Real Estate Rental Agency for over 30 Years!

Property Owners
Our Experienced Team will Skillfully Manage the Entire
Rental Process to Fill Your Vacancies Promptly.
Our Services Include: Marketing, Showing,
Background Checks, Tailored Leases & More!
Call us for a Free Consultation

www.theapartmentconnection.co
2033 Genesee St, Utica ¢ 315-733-7501

N

Celebrating over 155 Years!
Auto - Home - Business - Life

315-735-9201

www.turnbull-insurance.com

\_ J

Cont. from page 16

Article to the Greater Utica Magazine, “Up on the Hill-Dr. John B. Marchisi”

Robert (Bob) Cimbalo - Artist

The son of immigrant parents from Calabria, Bob grew up in East Utica, an area
he would revisit many times in his many works of art. After graduating from Utica
Schools, he studied at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and spent time in Rome Italy
working in the studio of Roberto Bulla. There he was privileged to work beside
renowned artists, such as Giorgio de Chirico, Emilio Greco and Renato Guttuso.
He taught art in Utica Schools, Munson, Utica University, Hamilton College and
at the Oneida County Jail. It is he who established the Graphic Arts Department
at Munson. His work encompasses paintings in oil, watercolor and acrylic,
lithographs, etchings and woodcuts, as well as sculpture. His work has been in
several publications as illustrations and covers. His work has been shown in local,
national and international venues.

Luigi Giuseppe D’Ambrosio (AKA Lou Ambers) - Boxer

Lou’s family emigrated from the Campania Region of Italy to Herkimer, NY around
1881. He was born in 1913, and his childhood and youth were spent among other
Southern Italians who inhabited the southwest neighborhood of Herkimer. After
the great stock market crash of 1929, and his father’s loss of saloon business due to
prohibition, Lou chose the sport of boxing as his ticket out of poverty. Interestingly, it
was his parish priest who had introduced him to the sport through the parish athletic
program. He won his first competitive fight by a technical knockout around 1929
in Utica. He continued to perfect his technique in the “bootleg” circuit around the
state. He fought about 80 bouts before breaking into the bigtime. He was undefeated
from 1932 to "35 and with his winnings he was able to buy his mother a home. He
retired in 1941 with 89 wins, 8 losses and 7 draws. In 1964 he was inducted into the

The Olde Wicker Mill

Central New York’s Premier Gift Store

Hall of Fame, in 1978 into the Italian American Sports Hall of Fame and in 1992 into
the International Boxing Hall of Fame.

Dyann Scharf - volunteer

Dyann was born and raised in Rome, NY, graduated from Rome Free Academy,
and received her Bachelor of Science in Graphics and Advertising Design from New
York State University College at Buffalo. A frequent presence at IHCMYV functions,
Sharf has always been willing to lend a helping hand. Her photographs documenting
club activities and members have appeared in the IHCMV newsletters and on the
organization’s social media. Her acumen at photography comes from her former
occupation as an Advertising Layout Artist for several businesses in the area
including: Chicago Markets,

Partners Composition, L&D Advertising, Lucas Aerospace and The Rome Sentinel.

The 2026 Mohawk Valley Italian American Business Award goes to Greater Utica
Magazine and its founders and publishers, Dominick and Brad Velardi. Over 16,000
readers for each printing get to learn about history, local landmarks, featured
businesses and more in each issue. On the pages of their publication for several
years the father-son duo has also brought to the public frequent stories about the
accomplishments of Italian Americans in the local community.

Voted Mohawk Valley’s # 1
Gift Shop,

Women’s Clothing Store,
and Boutique

Seasons are changing...stop by our 2 GREAT LOCATIONS and get some
“Olde”-Fashioned Retail Therapy

i

PANDORA

Coming soon....

Hipsterin
. . Vineyard
Cinnamon Chai G
Fireside reen
1resy Chambray

Original Tote
in Blue Leaf

Charlbury Crossbody
Lottie Large Crossbody

Dozens of colors

New Hartford Store Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30am-7pm « Saturday 9:30am-5pm « Sunday 11am-5pm | New Hartford Shopping Center | (315) 724-5291

North Utica Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10am-7pm « Saturday 10am-5pm « Sunday Closed | 50 Auert Ave., Utica NY 13502 | (315) 507-2013
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, and www.oldewickermill.com




8 October 2026 NHTownCrier.com

W 'in Lswe

with a new color

® o
20 Center Court, NH Shopping Cir * 724-4500

Auto Insurance

Life Insurance

Small Business Insurance
Home Insurance
Renter’s Insurance

Landlord Insurance

315.736.1121 | www.Bonomolns.com
4541 Middle Settlement Rd., New Hartford

Wﬁ&w Amy Garcia to the Bonomo Insurance Team!
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Victor J. Fariello Jr.

The Hoosier Cabinet-A Piece of Americana

Whenever there has been a need to do something more efficiently or make our
lives easier, American ingenuity has always rose to the occasion. That was certainly
the case with the introduction of the Hoosier Cabinet, a familiar item in many
households from about 1890 through the 1940’s. They were named for their original
maker, the Hoosier Manufacturing Company of Indiana. By 1920 the company had
sold two million cabinets.

If you're not familiar with The Hoosier, it was a cabinet for the kitchen, typically in
three parts, which combined to make an ideal work area for the homemaker of the
day. Typically, a porcelain work surface was surrounded by a multitude of cupboards
and cubbyholes to hold baking supplies, spices and utensils that one would need, all
within easy reach and nicely arranged and categorized to simplify the homemaker’s
tasks in the kitchen. Almost all would have had a pull out flour bin, some complete
with a sifter. There was typically a bread box with a tin lining, sometimes with a
stained glass or roll top door. The bottom piece featured a roomy storage area while
the upper level had clearly marked areas for spices, extracts, oils, utensils, etc. It is
easy to see why these were a homemaker’s dream.

When I first became active in the antiques business over 5 decades ago, Hoosiers
were a much sought after item. Any auction that listed one for sale attracted multiple
bidders and bidding was often spirited. I chose to write about the Hoosier because
of late I have seen some being offered for sale again after several years of not seeing
any. From what I've seen it appears they have not appreciated in value, and when
factoring in inflation, they have declined somewhat in value. Still, they are currently
commanding prices in the $500-1000 range, the upper range being reserved for
the very finest examples with the best features- stained glass, roll top, flour sifter,
etc. And while they do appear for sale from time to time, there is definitely not an
abundance of them on the market. As time marches on I suspect that will be the
case.

Happy collecting!
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Historical Society Needs Your Support!

If you haven't already done so, now is the time to renew or start your membership
in this great community asset. The rates for 2026: $20 Individual; $25-Family;
$50-Contribute; and $100-Corporate. You can also now pay for your membership
online at the society’s website newhartfordhistory.com or you can mail your check
payable to ‘NH Historical Society’ to PO Box 238, New Hartford, NY 13413. All
donations are tax deductible. This important community organization deserves our
support!

Consider Joining Questers

The Questers is an organization with members who are interested in history,
preservation and antiques. The J. Schoolcraft Sherman Chapter #1519 meets monthly
except July & August at the New Hartford Library the first Monday of the month
at 4:30 p.m. We usually have a presenter at each meeting and Show & Tell where
members bring an item to share with the group. New members are always welcome!
Email me at vjfariello@gmail.com for more information.

Victor J. Fariello Jr. is a lifelong resident of New Hartford and has been a collector and
dealer of antiques for many years. He is a past officer and member of the New Hartford
Historical Society and is the President of the . Schoolcraft Sherman Chapter #1519 of
The Questers, an International organization for people who love antiques and have a
commitment to preservation. Questions on anything related to antiques can be sent to
him at PO Box 194, Washington Mills, NY 13479 or by email to vjfariello@gmail.com.
Any photos submitted will be returned upon request.

It is easy to see why The
Hoosier was a homemaker's
best friend in the kitchen!

HIGHSTREET

Gates-Cole Insurance

Protect What Matters Most

Scan and start
your peace

of mind today.

New Hartford

Michael A. Haddad | 315.732.5183
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Small Changes, Completely Different Room

As the seasons begin to change and we find ourselves spending more time indoors,
many of us start looking around our homes and thinking, “Something just feels off”
Maybe the room feels a little tired, unfinished, or simply doesn't reflect your style
the way it once did.

The good news? You don’t always need to replace everything to create a fresh
new look. In fact, some of the biggest transformations can come from the smallest
changes.

In my years of helping customers design their homes, I've seen it time and time
again—a room can have beautiful furniture and still feel like something is missing.
Often, it isn’t the sofa or the chairs that need to change. It’s everything around them
that helps pull the room together.

One of the easiest places to start is with an area rug. A rug can completely change
the look of a room by adding warmth, texture, color and pattern. More importantly,
it helps define the space and visually connects your furniture. If your room has
always felt like individual pieces floating around rather than one cohesive space, the
right rug may be all it needs.

Lighting is another detail that can make an incredible difference. We sometimes
think of lamps simply as necessities, but they are an important part of decorating. A
beautiful pair of table lamps can add height, symmetry and warmth to a room while
creating a softer, more inviting atmosphere in the evening. As our days become

Smiles

all around.
) —

ROZANSW

Family Dentistry

1 Paris Road, New Hartford, NY 13413
315.732.1981 - uticasmiles.com
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shorter this time of year, good lighting becomes even more important.

Then there are the accent pieces. Maybe your neutral sofa still looks great, but the
room could use a little personality. Try introducing a beautiful, patterned chair, a
new cocktail table or an interesting pair of end tables. One new piece can introduce
a completely different color, texture or style and suddenly make everything you
already own feel new again.

Artwork, mirrors, pillows, throws and accessories are the finishing touches that
give a room personality. These are also wonderful places to bring in colors you love
without making a major commitment. Your home should feel collected over time—
not like everything was purchased together on the same day.

Try rearranging your furniture. Pull the sofa away from the wall, angle a chair
differently or move a table, lamp or piece of artwork from one room into another.
We become so accustomed to seeing our homes arranged a certain way that it can be
difficult to imagine another possibility. A fresh set of eyes can make all the difference.

That is something we love helping our customers with at Grace Furniture. Bring
us a photo of your room and we can help you figure out what might be missing.
Sometimes it’s a rug. Sometimes it’s lighting. Sometimes it’s simply finding that one
perfect chair or table that brings everything together. We also offer complimentary
house calls, allowing us to see your space firsthand and help with furniture placement,
scale, color and those finishing touches that can completely transform a room.

With 22,000 square feet of furniture, rugs, lighting, artwork and accessories, Grace
Furniture has it all here—but you certainly don’t need it all to make a difference.
This fall, take another look at the rooms you already have. Before deciding that
everything needs to change, start with one thing. You may be surprised by just how
different your home can feel.

Come visit us during our storewide 86th
Anniversary Sale going on all month long.
9785 River Road, Marcy (315) 735-0732 www.
gracefurniture.com Call Us (315) 735-0732

Written by; Cassie Grace Miles, 4th generation
steward of Grace Furniture, a family-owned business
since 1940, on River Road, in Marcy, NY. Cassie
received her BFA in Design from The Fashion
Institute of Technology in Manhattan and continued
her career in design, managing luxury furniture
showrooms in the world-renowned Miami Design
District, along with additional world class hospitality
training at 5-star hotels.
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The Town of
New Hartford

Town Hall Highlights

Highway
Department
News

Submitted by: Richard Sherman,
Highway Superintendent

September 2026
Highlights

From the office of James Messa,
New Hartford Town Supervisor

Since taking office in January,

I have focused on a number of

important issues facing our

community. One area | have
written about extensively is the Town’s finances.

October is here and as a
reminder, the Town Highway Department has started picking
up leaves. With that being said, please do not put leaves in
plastic bags or containers. Place the leaves at the curb, so that
our leaf vac trucks can pick them up. There is a leaf truck in
each town ward, so that they can be picked up in a timely
manner. Once the leaves start falling steadily, the trucks will
be out every single day. Please don’t mix the leaf piles with
other debris like sticks, dirt, rocks, brush, and pumpkins.

Financials

As many of you know, the Town had not filed its Annual
Financial Report (AFR) since 2022. This resulted in the
Town’s bond rating being withdrawn and placed New Hartford

on credit watch. The Brush Collection is finished for the 2026 season. We will

not be picking up any trees or brush until next season. The
compactor trucks will still be out to pick up the green waste,
for things like flowers and grass clippings.

In February 2026, | signed off on our 2023 AFR, followed by
the 2024 AFR in August. During the first week of October, |
expect to receive the final draft of our 2025 AFR.

The town continues to work on the Oneida Street paving
project. Concrete joints have been repaired. Our engineers are
working on specifications for future Bids on sidewalks and
curbing.

This progress is significant. One of the primary responsibilities
of the Town Supervisor is overseeing the Town’s finances and
serving as its Chief Financial Officer. Without completed
financial reports, you do not have a complete picture of where

the Town’s funds and fund balances stand. The Washington Mills intersection project is steadily

progressing. Concrete sidewalks have been finished and new
cross walk signals have been installed and are operational.
We appreciate everyone’s patience while we worked to
improve our town.

Simply put, it is like not balancing your own checkbook and
not truly knowing how much money you have available. There
is no substitute for having accurate financial reports prepared
and reviewed by an independent auditing firm.

The Rayhill Trail Project is still in progress, with two flood

Once the 2025 AFR is completed, the next step will be to )
benches having been completed.

begin the process of restoring the Town’s bond rating. Without
a bond rating, the Town may face higher borrowing costs and
interest rates, and it can also affect how businesses and
investors view New Hartford.

Our highway crew completed the work on the Roman Road
Detention Ponds. We have assisted the contractor through the
project with things such as hauling away dirt to get this job

Most importantly, this is our town. It is important to me that completed.

we strengthen our financial position and continue putting New

g ) - ) The Highway trucks are being serviced and prepped with
Hartford in the best possible position moving forward.

plows, wings and hoppers being installed for the 2026-2027
winter season. We currently have 5 plow trucks in our fleet

Senior Center Update - ]
ready to go for this upcoming season.

We recently held our first informational meeting regarding
bringing a senior community center back to New Hartford, and
we were extremely encouraged by the number of people who
came forward willing to volunteer.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns you can
contact me at 315-534-2998 or
rsherman@townofnewnhartfordny.gov.

We are now identifying volunteer skills and interests as we
work toward an official opening date. Our goal is to begin
meetings and activities before the end of the year.

One thing is certain: our seniors will have an opportunity to
come together, socialize, build friendships, and strengthen
connections within our community.

AUGUST 2026 ACTIVITY

Stormwater and Oneida Street

Atremendous amount of work is taking place on Upper
Roman Road and Twyndom Road as we complete two
detention ponds expected to benefit more than 100 homes,
including homes within Castlewood Estates.

We are also replacing stormwater pipes near Red Hill Road
and Frank’s Unibody. Oneida Street has remained milled while
this work continues, and | sincerely appreciate everyone’s
patience.

Alarms: 50

Animal Control
Officer Calls: 6

Animal ShelterIntakes: 4
Arrests: 63

Homeless Person
Welfare Checks: 18

Mental Health Crisis
Calls: 6

Motor Vehicle
Collisions: 64

Petit Larceny & Grand
Larceny: 63

Supplemental
Neighborhood Patrols: 299

Traffic Stops: 297

Vehicle & Traffic Law
Tickets: 242

This fall, we will also begin preparing a bid package for
additional work in the Chadwicks corridor and may host
informational sessions to explain our plans, answer questions,
and hear residents’ concerns.

Burglary: 2
Community Policing
Details: 4

Domestic Incident /
Disputes: 14
Driving While
Intoxicated: 6

Grand Larceny - Stolen
Motor Vehicle: 2

Thank you for your continued patience, involvement, and
commitment to our community.

y

Town Clerk's
Office Reports
Increase in
FOIL Requests

Submitted by: Michele Moran

The Town Clerk's Office

continues to process a growing
number of requests under New York State's Freedom of
Information Law (FOIL), which provides the public with
access to existing government records while balancing
legal requirements for privacy and confidentiality.

As of September 14, 2026, the Town Clerk has received
125 FOIL requests, already surpassing the 100 requests
received during all of 2025. The increase reflects
continued public interest in local government operations
and records maintained by the Town.

Upon receipt of a FOIL request, the Town Clerk’s Office
acknowledges the request and coordinates with the
appropriate departments, officials, and records custodians
to identify responsive documents. Records are then
reviewed in accordance with the New York Public
Officers Law to determine whether disclosure is required
or whether portions of a record may be withheld or
redacted under applicable exemptions. FOIL applies to
existing records maintained by the Town. The law does
not require the creation of new documents, preparation of
legal opinions, interpretation of records, or responses to
questions that seek explanations rather than identifiable
records.

"The Town Clerk's Office remains committed to
transparency and to ensuring that requests are processed
in accordance with New York State law," said Town Clerk
Michele Moran. "As request volumes continue to
increase, our staff works diligently with departments and
legal counsel to provide public access to records while
protecting information that is exempt from disclosure."

Residents seeking information about the FOIL process or
wishing to submit a request may contact the Town Clerk's
Office for assistance.

WE ARE HIRING!
FULL-TIME

SENIOR OFFICE CLERK
CODES DEPARTMENT

- COMPETITIVE SALARY
- FULL BENEFITS PACKAGE - STATE PENSION SYSTEM

APPLY HERE:
www.townofnewhartfordny.gov/jobs

OCTOBER MEETING SCHEDULE

Town Board Meeting Oct.7,21 6:00pm

Planning Board Meeting Oct.12  5:30pm
ZBA Meeting Oct.19  6:00pm
Stormwater Committee Meeting Oct. 14 6:00pm

Schedule subject to change.
Visit the website for schedules, agendas and minutes.

LIVE-STREAMED Town Board Meetings

SCAN THE CODE and Click “LIVE” tab.

www.youtube.com/@TownofNewHartfordNY

f Follow us on Facebook @TownofNewHartford to stay up-to-date or visit: www. Townof NewHartfordNY.gov
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DONALD A. FLIHAN, DDS, MD
ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

Board Certified:
American Board of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery

www.FlihanOralSurgery.com

315-624-0707

130 Lomond Court, Utica
Lomond Place Office Park

HELEN M. SARANDREA, P.T.

Physical Therapy and Sports Care

Movement Specialists Relieving Pain & Restoring Function
Physical Therapists can help you
move safely & efficiently
e Orthopedic Injuries < Neurological Injuries
= Pain Management « Sports Medicine PT
e McKenzie Trained for <« Massage Therapy
Back & Neck Pain « 39 Years Experience
PHONE: 315-738-1671 - FAX: 315-738-0942
8200 SENECA TURNPIKE, CLINTON

NHTownCrier.com

Angels Among Us Food Pantry
Oct 10,24 « Nov 7,21 ¢ Dec5,19

Hours of Operation: 10am - Noon

The food pantry is located at: St. John The Evangelist
Church, 66 Oxford Rd, New Hartford, NY. Follow the
signs to the driveway in the back during open hours. In
the event of food emergency issues, please contact the
St. John’s rectory from 9AM to 2 PM Monday through
Thursday at 315-732-8521.

Our pantry provides services to all residents of New
Hartford (btw Rt 8 and Rt 12), Washington Mills,
Chadwicks, Sauquoit, Cassville and Clayville.

If this is your first visit, please bring proof of address.
If you do not have a permanent address, just come in. We
will assist. If you are unsure of eligibility, just come in. We
will assist.

We Are Looking For Volunteers!

M.

Fall Music Fest
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 2PM
at the Church of the
Annunciation School,

8 Clarey Ave, Clinton NY

-
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Rendering of the new Art Odyssey

MUNSON FOR ALL

The Campaign for the Next Generation

Through the Munson For All campaign, we're creating a more welcoming, accessible
museum with new spaces, enhanced experiences, and expanded community access.

Art Inspires. Community Connects.

Make your mark. Joinus! | munson.art/for-all

KEYBOARD
CONVERSATIONS® MUNSON
JEFFREY SEGEL AFTER DARK

OCT.24 | 2PM HALLOWEEN

THE ROMANTIC MUSIC
OF BRALIMS OCT.31 | 9PM

$32 Members | $38 General Public | $16 Students $15 Members | $20 General Public | $10 Students

Funding for Keyboard Conversations is provided by Dr. Lorna Grant, Nancy Horvath, COSTUME CONTEST I DANCING | LIVE DJ

Drs. Douglas Hurd and Cynthia Parlato-Hurd, Gail Kulaga, and Dr. and Mrs. Robert Menotti.

TICKETS: MUNSON.ART | 315-797-0000 MUNSON | 310 GENESEE ST., UTICA, N.Y.
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45 Years of Excellence in Property Mitigation
and Environmental Remediation

DISASTER SERVICES LLC.

ONE CALL...ONE COMPANY

81 Clinton Rd. NEW HARTFORD N.Y.
(315) 797-1128
WATER DAMAGE... STRUCTURE DRYOUTS
NEW YORK STATE LICENSED MOLD CONTRACTOR.
IF YOUR HOME IS DAMAGED BY WATER FROM ANY
SOURCE YOU NEED DISASTER SERVICES.

« LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

o IMMEDIATE RESPONSE IN UNDER 90 MINUTES

o DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING

o NYS LICENSED MOLD CONTRACTOR

« WORKING WITH BUSINESS & HOMEOWNERS FOR OVER 45 YEARS
« EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

« TEMPORARY HEATING, ELECTRICAL AND BOARD UP AVAILABLE
« LARGE COMMERCIAL DOWN TO SMALL RESIDENTIAL

FROZEN AND BURST PIPES! WATER DAMAGE...

BURST PIPES, TOILET OVERFLOW, SUMP PUMP
FAILURE, SEWER AND DRAIN BACK UP

When a property experiences water damage from either ground water flooding,
sump pump failure, burst pipes, toilet overflow etc. the first few hours determine the
extent of the long-term damage. Leaving water smoke unaddressed or improperly
mitigated creates the perfect breeding ground for environmental hazards. Property
owners need a seasoned, licensed partner who understands the science of drying
and if necessary, the strict legal protocols of mold removal. Because we focus entirely
on the mitigation and remediation phases rather than reconstruction, our team
is uniquely optimized to dry, clean, and stabilize your property with unmatched
precision.

As a full-service emergency mitigation company, we manage all necessary
operational support under one roof—from securing temporary power to protecting
your personal property—ensuring your recovery begins seamlessly, no matter the
scale of the facility.

Precision Water Damage Mitigation & Structural Drying

Water is a progressive destroyer. Within hours, it weakens structural materials,
warps wood, and ruins finishes. Disaster Services deploys specialized, high-capacity
equipment to intercept water migration immediately, minimizing structural losses
and preventing mold before it can take root. We are fully equipped to handle
specialized, complex water scenarios, including:

o Category 3 Sewer Backups: Biohazard contaminated wastewater requires
immediate containment and professional sanitation. We extract toxic black water,
remove unsalvageable porous materials, and completely sanitize the environment to
safely eliminate pathogens, viruses, and bacteria.

« Commercial Sprinkler System Discharge: A single triggered fire sprinkler
can release hundreds of gallons of water per minute, flooding multiple floors of
a commercial structure in no time. We deploy high-volume drying strategies
to quickly stabilize business environments and prevent widespread secondary
structural failure.

« Winter Ice Damming Backups: Severe New York winters cause ice dams that
force melting snow upward beneath roof shingles, leaking directly into ceilings and
exterior walls. We use structural drying and thermal mapping to track and dry this
hidden, gravity-driven moisture before it rots framing or sparks mold growth.

« Scientific Moisture Mapping: Water easily hides behind baseboards, under vinyl
flooring, and inside insulated walls. We utilize advanced thermal imaging cameras,
invasive moisture meters, and digital hygrometers to map the exact path of the
water, ensuring no hidden moisture pockets are left unaddressed.

« Proactive Secondary Damage Prevention: Delays in proper mitigation lead to
catastrophic secondary complications like splitting wood, swelling drywall, buckling
subfloors, and severe structural rot. By initiating immediate control protocols, we
stabilize the building’s microclimate to arrest material degradation in its tracks.

« Applied Structural Drying (ASD): We establish a controlled drying environment
using industrial-grade LGR (Low Grain Refrigerant) and desiccant dehumidifiers
paired with high-velocity air movers. By continuously monitoring relative humidity
and vapor pressure, we aggressively draw moisture out of heavy structural framing,
subfloors, and drywall.

NYS-Licensed Mold Remediation

Because mold can begin growing within 24 to 48 hours of water exposure,
immediate, compliant intervention is crucial. As a New York State licensed mold
remediation contractor, Disaster Services strictly adheres to NYS Department of
Labor Article 32 regulations, ensuring your property is legally compliant, safe, and
biologically clean. From long standing mold damage to newly formed biological
growth, from attics to basements we handle it all.

NHTownCrier.com

Site Stabilization & Asset Protection

A major disaster often compromises a building's utility infrastructure and
threatens the safety of its contents. We deploy immediate logistical support to keep
the property stable and salvage your belongings.

o Temporary Power and Climate Control: When structural power is knocked
out, drying equipment cannot run and buildings risk freezing or overheating. If
necessary, we can deliver and manage portable generators, temporary heating units,
and climate distribution networks to maintain structural integrity and power our
mitigation systems.

« Contents Cleaning and Professional Pack-Out: To protect your valuable
inventory, electronics, or personal belongings from soot, high humidity, and cross-
contamination, our team carefully inventories, packs, and transports your contents
to a secure location for specialized cleaning, deodorization, and storage.

Fire, Smoke, and Soot Decontamination

« Corrosive Soot Removal: Soot is highly acidic and will permanently pit, stain, or
corrode metals, glass, and finishes if left untreated. We neutralize and clean these
surfaces immediately.

» Deep Odor Decontamination: Rather than masking smells, we utilize advanced
air scrubbing, hydroxyl generators, and thermal fogging to eliminate deep-seated
smoke odors at the molecular level.

Seamless Claims & Flexible Financing Options

The mitigation phase requires exact documentation to prove the property was
returned to a dry, safe, and sanitary condition.

« For Insured Claims: We provide comprehensive moisture logs, drying charts,
photo documentation, and itemized billing using industry-standard estimating
software to help streamline your insurance claim.

« For Non-Insured Losses & Self-Pay: If you are paying out-of-pocket, we offer
transparent project oversight to keep costs manageable. To ease the sudden financial
burden of an emergency, we offer flexible financing options available to qualified
property owners, allowing you to secure your property immediately without
delaying critical safety repairs.

The 45-Year Difference

For nearly a half-century, New York residential and commercial property owners
have relied on Disaster Services to handle the heavy lifting during their most
stressful moments. From a single residential room to an expansive commercial
complex, we utilize precise environmental engineering to ensure your property is
completely dry, safe, and biologically clean. Be sure to check out our website for a
tull list of services we offer to keep your property protected. We are fully equipped
to service all job sizes, from individual homeowners to large-scale commercial
and industrial structures. We are not a franchise or insurance carrier vendor. Our
mission is simple: to represent the homeowner ensuring your mitigation project
is done right and in your best interest along with guiding the insured through the
process working with all parties involved. Owner on site, on every job for the last
45 years!

Contact Disaster Services Today

Do not wait for secondary damage to take hold of your
home or commercial facility. Disaster Services is standing
by 24/7 to respond to your emergency.

o Call Us 24/7: 315-797-1128- All Calls Personally
Answered

« Visit Our Website: disasterservices.us

o Open your camera over the SCAN ME, as a quick
access for our contact information.

o E-Mail: disasterservices@roadrunner.com

®
Sign-On Bonus!
FULL-TIME Sign-On Bonus:
RN, LPN, CNA - $2,500

PART-TIME Sign-On Bonus:
RN, LPN, CNA - $1,500

SITRIN

The Help. The Hope. The Healing.

315-737-2234 EOE/AA
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The Pines at Utica Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation
provides a wide array of medical services including:
e Short-Term Rehabilitation

e Long-Term Care
e Respite Care

(=] 3]

% Scan to

E‘ learn more

Call us today, 315.797.3570, to book a tour!
1800 Butterfield Avenue, Utica, NY 13501

Concert - Maire Ni Chathasaigh

and Chris Newman
The Irish Cultural Center of the Mohawk Valley is
delighted to welcome back Maire Ni Chathasaigh and
Chris Newman to its stage at 7 PM Friday October 2,
2026.

If you missed them when they were here in 2023 now
is your chance to catch them; and if you saw them in
2023 you certainly won't want to miss seeing them
again.

The virtuoso partnership of England’s premier
flatpicking guitarist and “the greatest Celtic harper of
our age” (LIVE IRELAND) has by now brought its
unique musical vision to twenty-two countries on five
continents. Chris and Maire have performed at nearly
two thousand venues large and small throughout the
world.

Maire is one of Ireland’s most influential traditional
musicians, described by the late Derek Bell of the
Chieftains as “the most interesting and original player
of the Irish harp today”

Chris is an entirely self-taught virtuoso who's been
obsessed with the guitar since the age of four. At
fourteen he played his first paid gig in a folk club. He
met the great swing guitarist Diz Disley in his late
teens and played with him the length and breadth of
the UK. Diz was responsible for re-launching Stéphane
Grappelli onto the world stage after a period of relative
obscurity, and through him Chris had the good fortune
to play with Grappelli’s band for a while. Chris still
cites guitarist and band-member Denny Wright as the
primary influence on his distinctive and melodic style
of improvisation.

Tickets, $25, are available online at https://bit.
ly/4vBGFal or at the Five Points Public House. Tickets
are free for Children 12 and Under. Any questions, call
and leave a message at 315-733-4228 Ext 6.

This concert is proudly sponsored by Craobh Dugan-
O'Looney.
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Irish Vampire Stories

Dive into the heart of Irish vampire lore on Wednesday
October 14 at 11 AM when local writer and musician
Mark Sisti leads a discussion on Celtic myths of the
undead as part of the ICC’s Lunch and Learn series.

Most people are familiar with the more common
creatures from Irish myth and legend: the leprechaun,
the banshee, Cu Chullain. But did you know Ireland can
stake a legitimate claim to be the birthplace of vampire
culture and the home of vampirism? In addition to
being the birthplace of the two most famous vampire
novels in history, tales of the undead are deeply rooted
in centuries of Celtic mythology, blending sorcery,
bloodlust, and the eerie ambiance of the Emerald
Isle. Irish vampire lore is a haunting tapestry woven
from ancient Celtic beliefs, chilling folktales, and
supernatural creatures that stalk the misty landscapes
of Ireland.

A $20 registration fee will cover the program and
lunch; meal tax and gratuity are included. Please
register at this link, https://bit.ly/4h7hjM2, or leave a
message at 315-733-4228 Ext 6.
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Roberts Construction of Upstate NY
InCc. 115 Genesee Street

Rear Building

New Hartford, NY 13413

SiteWork ¢ Demolition ¢ Hauling Debris « Container Service

Owner: Al Roberts
315-534-2728 Cell

Office: 315-792-8097

Fax: 315-792-0020

Irish Ghosts, Banshees,

& Fairies

The H.A.R.P. Museum at the Irish Cultural Center of
the Mohawk Valley invites you to join them on Thursday
October 28 at 7:00 PM for tales and songs that celebrate
Ireland’s Samhain or Halloween tradition.

In this darkening time of year, Samhain arrives to
herald autumn down its slide to winter, when the
barrier between the living and the dead is thinnest.
This evening we will present stories collected in 19th
century rural Ireland. Stories and songs from a time
when science wasn't so sure of itself. Tales and tunes of
banshees and fiends, musical fairies - not the nice kind
- and of course ghosts. We endeavor here this evening
to embrace the dark and shorten the night.

The name Amadan Dubh hails from Irish folklore
and refers to the “dark fool” or “dark fairy”. A trickster
fairy, Amadan Dubh is the "bringer of madness and
oblivion...haunting the hills after sunset playing reed
pipes to work his magic”

On Oct. 28th, Amadan Dubh possesses Sue Romero,
Mike Hoke, and Mike Carroll.

The event will be held at the Irish Cultural Center of
the Mohawk Valley, 623 Columbia St, Utica, NY. The
Irish Cultural Center and the H.A.R.P. Museum are
wheelchair accessible and open to all. Please register at
this link https://bit.ly/46iYZL9 to attend this free event
or leave a message at the ICC 315-733-4228 Extension
6. Donations are gratefully accepted.
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Senior Portraits | Family Photos | Professional Headshots | Sports | Events

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER

T.KOWALSKI.PHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

AFFORDABLE PRICING

QUICK TURNAROUND CONTACT:
TORI KOWALSKI

DIGITAL GALLERY ACCESS &

FULL PHOTO PERMISSIONS

T. KOWALSKI.PHOTOGRAPHY

Central New York 9
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JAKE’S

AUTO DETA”_ING Giruzzi Law Offices

FULL INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DETAILING COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL SERVICES:
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY SHAMPOOING | PAINT CORRECTION

CERAMIC COATING | HEADLIGHT RESTORATION Probate of Wills

ASK ABOUT OUR WINTER
MAINTENANGE PROGRAM!

%.

[319) 73-JAKES

(315) 735-2537

Open Daily By Appointment
JakesAutoDetailingNY.com
611/2 Campbell Ave. Yorkville, NY 13495

mq,s‘i*“ Jake@JakesAutoDetailingNY.com

Estate Planning, Wills & Trusts

Real Estate
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New Hartford Home Games * subject to change without notice

Date Sport Gender Level Start Time Opponent Site

10/1 Soccer Girls WV 4:30 PM East Syracuse Minoa High School Perry Jr High Soccer Field

10/1 Swimming & Diving  Girls Varsity 5:00 PM West Canada Valley Sr. High School Pool

10/1 Soccer Girls Varsity 5:30 PM East Syracuse Minoa High School Sr. High Turf Field

10/2 Game Day Cheer Coed Varsity 7:00 PM TBA High School

10/3 Soccer Girls Varsity 1:00 PM Utica Proctor Sr. High Turf Field

10/3 Soccer Girls I\ 1:00 PM Utica Proctor Perry Jr High Soccer Field

10/5 Soccer Girls 7/8th 4:15 PM Utica Proctor - JFK Hughes Soccer Field

10/5 Field Hockey Girls 7/8th 4:30 PM Camden Central High School Myles Field Hockey Field

10/5 Field Hockey Girls Varsity 5:15 PM Rome Free Academy Sr. High Turf Field

10/5 Field Hockey Girls I\ 6:30 PM Rome Free Academy Sr. High Turf Field

10/6 Soccer Girls 1\ 4:15 PM Whitesboro High School Perry Junior HS Soccer Field

10/6 Soccer Girls Varsity 5:30 PM Senior Night (Whitesboro High School) Sr. High Turf Field

10/6 Gymnastics Girls Varsity 5:30 PM Rome Free Academy Valley Gymnastics

10/7 Football Boys 7/8th 4:00 PM Central Valley Academy Perry Jr High Football Field

10/7 Soccer Boys 7/8th 4:15 PM Holland Patent Central Hughes Elem Soccer Field

10/7 Swimming & Diving Girls Modified 5:00 PM Adirondack Central High School and 4 others  Sr. High School Pool

10/8 Soccer Girls 1\ 4:30 PM Fayetteville-Manlius High School Perry Junior HS Soccer Field

10/8 Swimming & Diving  Girls Varsity 5:00 PM Utica Proctor Sr. High School Pool

10/8 Soccer Girls Varsity 5:30 PM Fayetteville-Manlius High School Sr. High Turf Field

10/9 Football Boys Varsity 6:00 PM Homer Central School District Sr. High Turf Field

10/9 Game Day Cheer Coed Varsity 6:00 PM TBA Sr. High Track

10/13 Soccer Boys 1\ 4:15 PM Central Valley Academy Perry Junior HS Soccer Field

10/13 Swimming & Diving  Girls Varsity 5:00 PM Holland Patent Central Sr. High School Pool

10/13 Soccer Boys Varsity 5:30 PM Senior Night (Central Valley Academy) Sr. High Turf Field

10/14 Football Boys 7/8th 4:00 PM Camden Central High School Perry Junior HS Football

10/14  Soccer Girls 7/8th 4:15 PM Vernon-Verona-Sherrill Central Hughes Elem Soccer Field

10/14 Field Hockey Girls Varsity 6:15 PM Vernon-Verona-Sherrill Central Sr. High Turf Field

10/15 Soccer Boys Varsity 5:30 PM Oneida City School District Sr. High Turf Field

10/15 Game Day Cheer Coed Varsity 6:30 PM TBA High School

10/16 Soccer Girls Varsity 5:00 PM St. Mary's High School Sr. High Turf Field

10/16 Swimming & Diving Girls Varsity 5:30 PM Jamesville DeWitt High School Sr. High School Pool

10/19 Soccer Girls 7/8th 4:15 PM Central Valley Academy Hughes Elem Soccer Field

10/19 Field Hockey Girls 7/8th 4:30 PM Central Valley Academy Myles Elem Field Hockey

10/19 Football Boys i\ 4:30 PM Central Valley Academy Perry Junior HS Football
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Christopher J. Carbone

The Basics of Creating a Trust Fund
for Grandchildren

For those who are considering transferring wealth to grandchildren, some may
elect to gift money outright or pay tuition or medical expenses directly on their
behalf. However, others may choose the option of establishing a trust. In certain
instances, a trust may provide you with more alternatives for determining how and
when your grandchildren receive funds, says Paul Sowell, senior wealth strategist at
Wealth & Investment Management, Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

Establishing and funding a trust for your grandchild may enable you to:

- Set guidelines on how youd like the money to be used

- Distribute funds at key milestones — like graduating college, getting married, or
turning 35 — over your grandchild’s lifetime, rather than all at once

- Help protect their inheritance from potential depletion due to lack of financial
literacy or other financial challenges

- Help your grandchild meet specific goals, such as buying a home or starting a
business

Establishing a trust fund

Trusts require careful thinking about what youd like them to accomplish, says
Sowell. When established during your lifetime, trusts intended to transfer funds to
family members are typically created as irrevocable trusts — once you've established
them, you usually can’t change your mind and reclaim your money.

Since trusts for grandchildren are legal structures, youll work with an attorney
to establish them. However, you may also want to discuss wealth planning and
investment options with a financial advisor before you finalize your plans, Sowell
says.

Selecting a trustee also requires thoughtful analysis. The trustee is the individual
or entity that is responsible for approving distributions from the trust. In addition,
trusts also require recordkeeping and reporting, and the trustee is responsible for
those tasks as well. Sowell notes that although you may be able to name a family
member as trustee, it can sometimes be beneficial to work with an objective third
party.

Discuss with your attorney whether to appoint an individual trustee, a corporate
trustee, or both as part of the estate-planning process. Factors such as the nature and

WELLS :
RG] Advisors

Let me help make your golden
years live up to their name

Are you ready to take control of your future? | can help you craft a
strategy to help you live on the savings you've worked so hard to
build.

Contact me today and let’s create a plan to help you work toward
the tomorrow you deserve.

Christopher Carbone, CFP®, AWMA®, LUTCF®
First Vice President - Investment Officer

178 Woods Park Drive

Clinton, NY 13323

Direct: (315) 723-7386
christopher.carbone@wellsfargoadvisors.com
https://fawellsfargoadvisors.com/christopher-
carbone

Investment and Insurance Products: + NOT FDIC Insured « NO Bank * MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
©2026 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-06112027-8662513.1.1
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size of assets and family dynamics are all considerations.
Choose the right trust option

If you decide that a trust is the right choice for transferring assets to your
grandchild, there are many considerations and ways to structure the terms, with
advantages and disadvantages depending on the size of your family, Sowell explains.
The following are only a couple of limited examples. You should consult with an
estate-planning attorney to discuss the most appropriate terms to help accomplish
your unique goals.

1. A family pot trust for all of your descendants

With a pot trust, a single trust is established for all of the trust beneficiaries. The
terms of the trust may then give discretion to your trustee to determine when
and how much money to distribute from that single pot of money to each of your
grandchildren or other descendants (if they are beneficiaries as well) based on
a specific standard or desired objective written into the trust. The pot trust may
specify that all of the beneficiaries be treated equally, or it may allow the trustee
to make unequal distributions among the beneficiaries based on their individual
needs. You can also use a pot trust to leave a continuing financial legacy for multiple
generations of your family.

2. Individual trusts for each grandchild

Many grandparents choose to create separate trusts for each grandchild and put
equal amounts of money into each grandchild’s individual trust. The trustee can
then decide when and how much money to distribute to each grandchild from their
individual trust based on the standards written into the trust.

Give instructions and set stipulations

One of the advantages of establishing trusts for grandchildren is that you can work
with an attorney to draft specific language in the trust. These provisions are helpful
to the trustee in the administration of the trust for the benefit of the grandchildren.

For instance, you can set up your trust to distribute funds when the beneficiaries
attain certain ages — such as 35, 45, or 55 — rather than all at once. You can also
leave recommendations in which you ask your trustee to consider approving
distributions for paying college tuition, buying a first home, or addressing other
goals such as starting a business. Alternately, you could ask the trustee to match
your grandchild’s funds to buy a new car, rather than pay for the entire car, for
example.

To help the trustee understand your intentions, a commonly used standard for
discretionary distributions is health, education, maintenance, and support (also
known as “HEMS”). The trust document may include a broader standard than
HEMS or no standard at all. Sometimes the trustee is directed to make distributions
by another party, such as a distribution committee or a trust advisor. An estate-
planning attorney can help you understand the benefits of these different distribution
standards.

Discuss the trust structure with family

Frank family conversations about the concept of a trust are just as important as
coming up with the stipulations of that trust. In order to help keep family harmony,
it may be beneficial to include the parents, says Sowell. For one thing, he says, the
parents may have strong opinions about inherited wealth and how to prepare their
children for it.

You may also want to discuss with the parents how much information to provide
your grandchildren about the trusts youre creating for them. Talking openly to
children about inheriting wealth — rather than keeping it confidential until they’re
older — can give your family time to educate your grandchildren about responsible
money management.

However, Sowell says each family needs to decide for themselves the best time
to speak to grandchildren about trust funds and the best way to communicate
the information so that awareness of the trust does not remove the incentive for a
grandchild to become financially independent or financially responsible.

For more information about establishing trusts for your grandchildren, talk with a
financial advisor and estate planning attorney.

Wealth & Investment Management (WIM) offers financial products and services
through bank and brokerage affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. Bank products
and services are available through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Wells Fargo Trust is a
part of WIM and offers services through Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. and Wells Fargo
Delaware Trust Company, N.A.

Any estate plan should be reviewed by an attorney who specializes in estate
planning and is licensed to practice estate law in your state.

Wells Fargo & Company and its affiliates do not provide tax or legal advice. This
communication cannot be relied upon to avoid tax penalties. Please consult your
tax and legal advisors to determine how this information may apply to your own
situation. Whether any planned tax result is realized by you depends on the specific
facts of your own situation at the time your tax return is filed.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors and provided courtesy of
Christopher J. Carbone, CFP®, AWMA?, First Vice President - Investment Officer -
Financial Advisor in New Hartford, NY at (315) 723-7386

Investment and Insurance Products are: « Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal
Government Agency « Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the
Bank or Any Bank Affiliate « Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of
the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC,
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo &
Company.

©2026 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. PM-12222027-
5588719
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Ray Durso

Genesis Group Announces
Fall Schedule

By Raymond ]. Durso, Jr. President/ CEO

As we transition from Summer to Fall, let’s also transition our mindset. I challenge
you to focus on new opportunities — for yourself, others and the community. People,
places and even industries such as Education, Healthcare, Manufacturing, Banking
and Finance, Insurance, Agri-Business and others, have all experienced some type
of change, growth and new development. I believe the Mohawk Valley is ready for
new levels of success. We are welcoming new companies and seeing local companies
expanding. We must stay focused and work together to make our community
stronger and better!

The Genesis Group is excited to announce its 2026 Fall Schedule. The plan includes
regional projects and events. Genesis continues to “take action and achieve results.”
I appreciate the support of our volunteers, sponsors and partners, together we are
making a positive difference. Let’s keep it going!

Upcoming Events:
Genesis Group 26th Annual Meeting
October 15 ~ 12pm at Hart’s Hill Inn

Joseph R. Carucci Legacy Awards/Class of 2026

Alicia Brockway Frank DuRoss

William “Bill” Abraham

Michael Macchione Caroline Williams

Richard “Dick” Presky

2026 Volunteer/Supporter of the Year:

Robin Robinson, President/Owner, Perch Place Consulting

October 2026

Genesis Annual Meeting Guest Speakers:

29

Join Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente and Anthony Martino for an
important discussion on how Artificial Intelligence, (AI) “is impacting you and your
business.”

Cost: Lunch/Program $30

Regional Candidates Forum
October 27 ~ 7:30am at Hart's Hill Inn

Join us to hear directly from the candidates themselves! Several area races will be
featured.

20th Annual Celebration of Education

sponsored by First Source Federal Credit Union

November 19 ~ 5:30pm at Hart’s Hill Inn

Nominations are Open

To make a reservation or download forms, visit our website:
www.TheGenesisGroup.org

For information on how to
place a free article for your
community event or local news,
please email

towncrier@pjgreen.com

View past issues on our website at

NHTownCrier.com

Like us on
facebook.com/NHTownCrier
for updated local events
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

105 Genesee Street, New Hartford (315)733-4227
office@firstumconline.org  Rev. Andy M. Anderson
Sunday Services:

10am Classic Worship

Sunday School for children begins around 10:20

Adult Sunday school 11-12pm

Sunday Youth Group 7-8pm

Supervised Nursery Care during Worship

Fellowship Coffee Hour following Worship Service
Praise/Worship Services are the 3rd Wed. of each month.
Light supper will begin at 5:30 and worship is from 6-7pm
Our Church Building is open for in-person worship services
Or watch our livestream service online at firstumconlline.org
Easily accessible building, sanctuary, and bathroom.

SAUQUOIT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

2946 Mohawk Street, Sauquoit (Cor. Pinnacle & Mohawk)
Office: 315-737-7505 - Handicapped Accessible

Worship Service - Sunday 10:30am

Open worship and communion - all are welcome!
Communion on First Sunday of the month.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH

66 Oxford Road - 315-732-8521 Rev. Matthew Rawson
Saturday: Vigil 5:30 p.m. Confessions Tues 6-7pm
Sunday Masses: 8am & 1lam

Mon, Wed & Fri Masses: 6:45am

We are handicapped accessible!

CROSSPOINT CHURCH

317 Oriskany Blvd, Whitesboro - 315-797-4520
Senior Pastor, Bobby Allen

Sunday Services:

8:30am — 9:00am Breakfast

9:00am — 10:30am Study Groups

10:30am — 12noon Worship Service

Website: crosspointchurchonline.org

Sunday Morning Services streamed live

Pastor Bobby’s message available at our website
We are handicapped accessible!

HOPE ALLIANCE CHURCH

4291 Middle Settlement Road, New Hartford

General Office: 315-732-1349 Rev. Andy Ward, Pastor
hopealliance4291@gmail.com www.hopealliancecny.com
Morning Worship: 9:30am

Communion First Sunday of the Month.

Wednesdays: Awana - 6pm

Fridays: Christian Service Brigade - 7pm

Hope Alliance Church is handicapped accessible.

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

25 Oxford Road - 732-7462 (Parish & Rectory)
ststephensepiscopalnhny@gmail.com

Sunday Service of Holy Communion at 10am followed by
fellowship

Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. at 5Spm & Thurs. at 5:30pm

AA Meetings: Sundays at 8pm

Yoga by Kristy: Tues. 5:30-7pm & Thurs. at 9:30-11am.
more information can be found at www.rootdownwell.com
EGA Meetings: st Friday of the Month

St. Stephen’s is handicapped accessible.

IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Fletcher Matlack

9501 Weston Rd. (Next to Perry Jr. High), (315) 737-5222
www.ibcfamily.com E-mail: info@ibcfamily.com
Sunday Morning Worship Service 10:00 am

Sunday School for all ages at 9am.

Nursery, Preschool and Children’s Worship hour: 10:00 am
See our website for information regarding our Youth Group,
Kids Club and other upcoming events.

Handicapped accessible.

NEW HARTFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Hannah Ratliff, Pastor

45 Genesee Street, NH 315-732-1139
newhartfordpresbyterian.org  office@newhartfordpres.org
Sunday morning worship is at 10:30. Services are live
streamed on Facebook and YouTube.

Atime of refreshments and fellowship follows each worship
service.

The choir rehearses at 9:10 each Sunday morning. In prepa-
ration for their annual Christmas Cantata, the Choir will also
be rehearing on Thursday evening at 7, starting October 29.
An Adult Study Group meets at 9:30 Sunday morning and
also at 11 a.m. Tuesday.

The quiet, meditative Taize service, which takes place at 7
p.m. on the first Wednesday of every month, will be held
October 7.

The NHP Women’s Fall Rummage Sale will take place in the
Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. through 3 p.m., with a Bag Sale
at 1, on Thursday, October 1.

The annual Gymanfa Ganu Welsh Hymn Sing will be held at
NHPC at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 11, with a light recep-
tion to follow.

The Oneida County Senior Lunch Program will be held at
NHPC at 12 noon on Monday, October 19 .

NHPC will be closed Monday, October 12, in observance of
Columbus Day. Office hours are otherwise 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 8:30-11:30 Friday.

The October schedule:

10/1 — 9am.-3pm Fall Rummage Sale, Bag Sale at 1pm
10/4 — 9:10 a.m. Choir rehearsal

10/4 — 9:30 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/4 — 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion

10/4 — 11:45 a.m. Soup & Salad Brunch

10/6 — 11 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/7 — 10 a.m. Sew ’n Sews

10/7 — 7 p.m. Taize service

10/11 — 9:10 a.m. Choir rehearsal

10/11 — 9:30 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/11 — 10:30 a.m. Worship

10/11 — 3 p.m. Gymanfa Ganu

10/12 — Columbus Day, NHPC closed

10/12 — 6:30 p.m. NH Presbyterian WWomen mtg

10/13 — 11 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/13 — 7 p.m. Session mtg

10/14 — 10 a.m. Sew ’n Sews

10/14 — 12 Noon Members & Friends Lunch

10/14 — 6 p.m. 4-H mtg

10/18 — 9:10 a.m. Choir rehearsal

10/18 — 9:30 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/18 — 10:30 a.m. Worship

10/19 — 12 Noon Oneida County Senior Lunch Program
10/20 — 11 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/21 — 10 a.m. Sew ’n Sews

10/21 — 6 p.m. 4-H mtg

10/21 — 7 p.m. New Hartford Chamber Orchestra
10/24 — 10 a.m. Private Piano Recital

10/24 — 3 p.m. Hope House Meal prepared

10/25 — 9:10 a.m. Choir rehearsal

10/25 — 9:30 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/25 — 10:30 a.m. Worship

10/27 — 11 a.m. Adult Study Group

10/28 — 10 a.m. Sew ’n Sews

10/29 — 7 p.m. Choir rehearsal

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Worship with us on Sundays at 10am

8439 Clark Mills Rd, Whitesboro - (315) 527-6257

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

“There’s a Place for You Here”

Rev. Marie Duquette

630 French Road, New Hartford

Phone: 315-765-8065

Email: office@zionluth.com

Website: www.zionlutheranNY.org

Facebook: Zion Luteran Church, New Hartford, NY
YouTube: @zionlutheranNy

Sunday Morning Worship at 10am; Coffee Hour at 11am
Worship is also livestreamed on our YouTube channel.
October 4 — Rev. Marie Duquette

October 11 — Deacon Patsy Glista

October 18 — Rev. Marie Duquette

October 21 — Book Group at 4:00 p.m. Trust God, Love
People, by Jennifer Marrs.

October 25 — Rev. Jennifer DeWeerth, Reformation Sunday.
We welcome you to wear red.

Al-Anon Meetings, Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. MARGARET’S ECUMENICAL & RETREAT CTR
47 Jordan Road, New Hartford

To learn more about any of our events or volunteer oppor-
tunities, for lunch and monthly dinner reservations, or to in-
quire about a personal or group retreat, please call 315-724-
2324 or email info@stmargaretshouseny.org. Our regular
office hours are Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Weekly Activities

Quiet Space Available for Clergy in the Library | Tues-
days from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

It Takes A Village | Tuesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 PM

Our social action initiative volunteers at the St. Margaret’s
Food Pantry at Grace Episcopal Church. Please contact us to
volunteer for one or more Tuesdays.

Holy Eucharist | Wednesdays at 11:45 AM

All are welcome. Clergy members will take turns presiding
at St. Margaret’s weekly services.

Wednesday Lunches | Wednesdays at 12:30 PM

Call or email to make a reservation. $15.

Monthly Activities

Men’s Group | 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 10:30 AM - A
time of fellowship and exploration with Father Nick Smith,
beginning with the question, “What is saving your life to-
day?”

Friends of Emmaus House | 2nd Wednesdays at 10:00
AM - This group meets monthly to identify needs, plan out-
reach and fundraisers, and support the women and children
staying at Emmaus House.

Caregiving Support Group | 3rd Mondays at 2:00 PM -
Facilitated by the Rev. Deacon Barbara Groves, this group
offers a place to receive support and exchange ideas for car-
ing for loved ones.

Grief Support Group | 3rd Fridays at Noon - A peer-fa-
cilitated gathering for anyone experiencing loss. New mem-
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bers are welcome.

Grief Support Group for Loss by Suicide | 4th Mondays
at 6:00 PM - This facilitated group’s focus is to provide sup-
port for anyone experiencing loss due to suicide. For ques-
tions, please call Sandy Gaetano at 315-733-2539.
Conversations with Rev. Deacon Jean | 4th Wednesdays
at 1:30 PM - Join the Rev. Deacon Jean Skinner for conver-
sation about faith. Donations of a few cans of food for the
pantry are always appreciated.

Monthly Dinner | Tuesday, October 20 | Dine-In at 5:30
PM; Take Out at 6:00 PM - Gotabki. Please make a reser-
vation one week in advance. $19.

Special Events

Movie of the Month | Monday, October 5 at 2:00 PM -
Gather for an afternoon film and conversation. The movie
selection will be announced before the showing.
Bag-Making Workshop with Deb Skinner | Monday, Oc-
tober 12 from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM | Register by Octo-
ber 5 - Join us for a joyful day of community sewing as we
make bags for women at Emmaus House to carry personal-
care products. Deb Skinner will lead this beginner-friendly
project step by step. Sewers should bring a machine in good
working order and basic sewing supplies; bag materials will
be provided in a kit. Non-sewers may sign up to cut fabric
or iron. Please register early so kits can be prepared. Bring
lunch or money if the group orders out.

Book Club with Judy | Tuesday, October 13 at 10:00 AM
| Library - This month’s selection is Traveling Mercies:
Some Thoughts on Faith by Anne Lamott. Please register
one week before the session. Feel free to bring a snack to
share!

Outdoor Work Day | Saturday, October 17 from 10:00
AM to 2:00 PM | RSVP by October 12 - Help prepare the
grounds for the changing season. All experience levels are
welcome, and tasks will be matched to volunteers and the
weather. Dress for outdoor work. A pizza or sub lunch will
be provided.

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends | Wednesday, October
21 | Passes available at St. Margaret’s - Support St. Mar-
garet’s House and Emmaus House through Boscov’s Friends
Helping Friends. A $5 donation provides a 25% off shop-
ping pass. Pick up passes at St. Margaret’s and share them
with family and friends. You can also stop by our table at
Boscov’s to say hi on the day!

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2620 Genesee St., South Utica. (315) 732-7869
trinitylutheranutica.com

Sunday School 9am. Worship Service 10:30am

Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month.

Trinity Christian Preschool, weekday classes from Sept-May
Handicapped accessible.

THREE STEEPLES UNITED

2817 Old State Route 12, Paris, NY 13456

315-368-3416 threesteeples@gmail.com

We offer services every Sunday at [0AM!

Three Steeples is a Presbyterian-United Church of Christ
hybrid that offers a traditional foundation for progressive
thinking and growth and is open to engaging with all faiths.
Three Steeples United is an inclusive and member-driven faith
community of active individuals and families who connect with
and care for their neighbors and one another through worship,
education, and culture. We challenge ourselves and others to
discern, embrace, and act upon a relevant understanding of
Christ’s message in today’s world.

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
350 Higby Road, New Hartford, 315-292-6682
Fr. George Goodge

Sun - 9am Matins, 10am Liturgy

Wed - 5:30pm Vespers

Bookstore hours: Open Sundays after Services.

ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT RUSSIAN
ORTHODOX MEMORIAL CHURCH

1009 Conkling Ave, Utica, N.Y. 13501

Fr Archpriest Michael Taratuchin, Rector

(315) 723-7475 (frmichaelt@msn.com)

Fr. Priest Ephraim Willmarth, assistant priest

Find us on Facebook www.stjkutica.org

Vigil 5pm Saturdays (6pm for weekday services)

Divine Liturgy Sundays and Feastdays 9:30AM

Potluck lunch following Sunday Divine Liturgy.

Our Patronal Feast Day will take place on Saturday Novem-
ber 1st. The greeting of the Bishop will take place at 9:30
AM, followed by the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy (with the
Procession of the Cross, weather permitting).

MUSLIM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

OF MOHAWK VALLEY

1631 Kemble Street, Utica NY 13501
E-mail: Uticamasjid@gmail.com
Friday Prayer at 1:15 pm

Quran Classes 5-8 pm

Sunday School 10am to 1 pm.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH of UTICA

10 Higbhy Road ¢ www.uuutica.org

The Unitarian Universalist Church is an open minded, open
hearted interfaith spiritual community. Unitarian Universal-
ists come from different faith backgrounds but our shared
values bring us together. Whoever you are, whomever you
love, whatever your beliefs, you are welcome at UUUtica.
Services are at 10:30 AM on Sundays, in person and on
Zoom.

Hospitality hour with coffee and snacks follows each ser-
vice.

October 4 — Climate Action Team Flower Celebration - Join
the Climate Action Team in this celebration of FLOWERS
and POLLINATORS, and how YOU can help them both,
while enriching your own life. Please bring a flower of your
choice so we can create a bouquet of diversity!

October 11 — Rev. Jill Farnham-Us - Rev. Jill is a political
activist, Interfaith advocate, Buddhist and Tai Chi practitio-
ner. She and her wife, Kahra-Us, reside in Herkimer. She is
spiritually connected with Lotus Heart Zen Buddhist Sangha
in Oneida. Jill has worked in Sciences and Health Care in-
cluding dealing with HIV/AIDS in an Urgent care setting,
and as a Hospice Chaplain.

October 18 — Rev. Hedy Collver: Like a Child — Reclaiming
Trust, Honesty, Joy, and Wonder - Drawing on the distinction
between being childish and being childlike, Rev. Dr. Hedy
Collver explores what it might mean to reclaim some of the
qualities we often associate with childhood — not naiveté,
but openness; not emotional impulsiveness, but honesty; not
escapism, but the capacity for joy, curiosity, and wonder. In
a world that gives us plenty of reasons to become guarded,
cynical, and overwhelmed, perhaps becoming more fully hu-
man means recovering some of what we once knew instinc-
tively.

Rev. Dr. Hedy Collver is an ordained United Methodist pas-
tor, writer, artist, and teacher. After more than twenty years
serving congregations in Florida and Virginia, she is cur-
rently on sabbatical in the Mohawk Valley. Hedy holds a
Doctor of Ministry in Leadership from Wesley Theological
Seminary and is the author of Border Crossings: An Advent
Journey. Through her writing, speaking, and YouTube chan-
nel (@LoveUnderstandServe), she explores questions of
meaning, compassion, belonging, curiosity, and how we live
attentively in a complicated world.This visit is also a home-
coming for Hedy. She grew up in the Mohawk Valley, and
her father, Dr. William Hall, is a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Utica.

October 25 — Rev. Jeff Frank, Mohawk Valley Cluster Ser-
vice in Little Falls - No Service at UUUtica this Sunday!
Unitarian Universalists from area churches come together at
St. Paul’s Universalist Church in Little Falls.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL

2710 Genesee St Utica, 315-724-4177 « teuticaoffice@
gmail.com

Rabbi Peter Schaktman

Friday Evening Shabbat Services 6pm.

TEMPLE BETH-EL

1607 Genesee Street, Utica

Rabbi Gustavo Geier

In person and on zoom www.tbeutica.org
Fri night - 5:30pm ¢ Sat morning - 9:30am

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

2310 Oneida Street, Utica - 315-733-2343

Provides programs for seniors and recreational activities
for all ages. Open to people of all races, religions, and
nationalities.

ZV1 JACOB

Orthodox Synagogue

110 Memorial Parkway, Utica - 315-724-8357

Interim Rabbi Levi Charitonow

Services are held Saturday at 10am, and on holidays.
Services may be held at other times if there is a minyan.
Visit our website www.zvijacob.org. All are Welcome.

NAACP Oneida Cty Branch To
Host Annual Freedom Fund

Dinner

On Sunday, November 1, the NAACP Oneida County
Branch will hold its annual Freedom Fund Dinner and
celebrate its 65th anniversary! This year’s theme of “We,
The People” reaffirms the NAACP’s commitment to
using our collective ingenuity, creativity and strength
to continue the fight for civil rights and social justice.

Founded on the beliefs embodied in the Constitution
of the United States of America, the mission of the
NAACP is to achieve equity, political rights, and
social inclusion by advancing policies and practices
that expand human and civil rights, eliminate
discrimination, and accelerate the well-being,
education, and economic security of Black people
and all persons of color. The NAACP Oneida County
branch works to carry out the mission of the NAACP
in our local community.

Our branch sees this year’s Freedom Fund Dinner
and theme as an opportunity to underscore the need
for active engagement in our communities, particularly
at times when our democracy is most at stake. As the
NAACP Oneida County branch celebrates 65 years of
dedicated service in our community, we remember all
the ways in which our branch members have invested
in and advocated for our community. In addition,
this special event recognizes both individuals and
organizations who have taken proactive action to
address specific issues affecting our local community.

This year’s keynote speaker is Mayor Sharon Owens,
the 55th mayor of Syracuse, NY and the first African
American and second woman to serve as Mayor in
the city’s history. A graduate of Syracuse University,
Mayor Owens has a vast array of experiences and
leadership positions in the nonprofit and government
environments, creating lasting impacts throughout
Syracuse and Central New York.

Most recently, Mayor Owens served as Deputy
Commissioner of Neighborhood and Business
Development from 2010 to 2013 during the Mayor
Miner Administration, returning to City Hall in 2018
to serve as Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff with the
Mayor Walsh Administration.

Recognizing community members has also been
an integral part of past Freedom Fund Dinners and
provides an opportunity to express appreciation to
those who have taken the initiative and extra step to
achieve positive change. The five individuals and two
community organizations being honored represent the
‘'We, The People' theme through not only what they do
but how they do it. Their work encompasses a range
of contributions to the functioning of democracy, the
betterment of their community, and the advancement
of shared goals and values through ensuring that the
resources needed to be involved in making change are
inclusive and accessible.

Individuals being honored include:

« Rev. Sharon Baugh: Pastor at Hope Chapel AME
Zion Church & Executive Director of Hope Chapel

Ministries, Inc.

o Monalisa Fermin-Fennell: Project RISE Program
Coordinator at Integrated Community Alternatives

Network (ICAN)

« Dr. Cynthia Jones: Chief Medical Officer at Mosaic
Health Utica

o Teresa Van Etten: Artist and Community Advocate

o Marinez Chambers: Youth Honoree and Local
Youth Leader Organizational honorees are:

- Citizen Action New York - Central New York
Chapter

- Indivisible Mohawk Valley

This year’s Freedom Fund Dinner will be held at the
Five Points Public House and Events Center in the Irish
Community Center at 623 Columbia Street from 3:00 -
6:00 p.m. Doors will open at 2:30 p.m.

Early bird tickets can be purchased through
Wednesday, October 1, and are $70 per person for
adults (ages 21 and older) and $50 per person for youth
(ages 20 and younger). After October 1, ticket prices
increase to $75 for adults and $55 for youth. Ticket

October 2026 31
prices include admission to the Freedom Fund Dinner
and a one-year NAACP membership. Current NAACP
lifetime members may purchase tickets for $50 per
person.

Tickets are available via Eventbrite at https://tinyurl.
com/NAACP-Oneida-County-FFD-2026 through
Monday, October 19. Please reserve your seat in
advance, as tickets will not be sold at the door. For
questions, please contact Dawn Michelle Laguerre at
laguerremedia@gmail.com or (315) 266-7548.

For more general information, please contact the
NAACP Oneida County Branch at naacputica.oneida@
gmail.com.

Little Falls Cheese Festival
Announces 2026 Sponsors and
Guided Tastings

The Little Falls Cheese Festival returns to Main
Street on Saturday, October 3, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
bringing together Seventy-five vendors including New
York cheesemakers, gourmet food producers, craft
beverage makers, a wide variety of food trucks, and live
entertainment for thousands of visitors. The Little Falls
Cheese Festival is the largest cheese festival on the East
Coast.

This year, renowned cheesemonger Mary Rizzo,
proprietor of The Cheese Traveler in Albany, will lead
Guided Cheese Tastings exploring the diversity, history,
and craft of New York State cheesemaking. Advance
tickets available online at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/taste-new-york-cheese-three-sessions-to-
choose-from-tickets-1996919769787

“All of our sponsors make it possible to keep admission,
parking, and shuttle service free while showcasing
New York cheesemakers and welcoming thousands of
visitors to Little Falls,” said Teri Chace of the Little Falls
Cheese Festival committee. “We are especially grateful
for the generosity of our Major Sponsors that make the
2026 festival possible”

This year’s Major Sponsors are:

Platinum Sponsor - Feldmeier Equipment, Inc.,
Syracuse and Little Falls, NY

Gold Sponsors - Farm Credit East, Cooperstown, NY
Upmobility Foundation, Mohawk Valley, NY

Silver Sponsors - Arrow Bank, Little Falls, NY
Center for Agricultural Development

& Entrepreneurship (CADE), Oneonta, NY

Dairy Connection, Madison, WI

Little Falls Hospital/Bassett Healthcare Network,
Little Falls, NY

Heidelberg Bread, Herkimer, NY

Stewart’s Shops, Saratoga Springs, NY

Twin Rivers Paper Company, Little Falls, NY
WKTV Newschannel 2, Utica, NY

For more festival details follow the Little Falls
Cheese Festival on Facebook and Instagram or visit
littlefallscheesefestival.com.
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